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July 27,2015 

The Honorable Gina McCarthy 
Administrator. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Administrator McCarthy: 

<:CJIVlMITTEE 0'·! TH[ JU:Jit:IARY 

COMr,11TTEl O•·J RULES 
AND l\Dtv11NI$THf• TtON 

I \Vrite to inquire how the designation of S.S. Badger as a National Historical Landmark 
(NHL) by the Department of Interior would affect the ship's obligation to comply with 
regulations from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 

When the S.S. Badger was originally nominated to receive NHL status in 2011, many 
bdiew<.l that it was another attempt by the ship's owners to avoid meeting important water 
quality standards. At the time, the S.S. Badger was exempt from federal Clean Water Act 
regulations and was dumping more than 500 tons of coal ash directly into Lake Michigan every 
year. In addition to applying for Landmark designation, the S.S. Badger was pursuing legislation 
to make permanent its exemption from current environmental standards. 

Efforts by the owners of the S.S. Badger avoid compliance with current environmental 
standards ,,·ere panicularly concerning, as coal ash contains heavy metals such us arsenic, h.:ad, 
and mercury. l.akc Michigan is the primary source of' drinking water lor more than ten million 
people. Enviromncntal and public health leaders opposc:d the Nl JL designation and called on the 
S.S. Badger to stop discharging harmful pollutants into one of' the country's most precious 
naturnl resources. 

This year, in compliance with a consent agreement with the EPA, the S.S. Badger is 
operating without dumping coal ash in Lake Michigan. Before the: ship is selected as a Historical 
Landmark, EPA should contim1 that this designation would not allow the Badger to shirk 
compliance with any existing environmental standards or new standards that may be required to 
protect the quality of our air or our water. 

[t',l' 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Richard J. Durbin 
United States Senator 
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United States EnviromYrer:tal Protection Agency 

The Honorable Richard J. Durbin 
United States Senare 
Washington, DC. 20510 

Dear SenatOr Durbin: 

Reg10nal Administrator · 
Region 5 

77 Vv'est Jackson Boulevard 
Chicago, IL 60604~3590 

AUG 2 6 2015 

Thank you for your July 27, 2015 letter regarding designation of the S.S. Badger car ferry as a 

National Historic Landmark. 

Section ll O(f) of the Kational Historic Preservat~on Act requires 1il.at federal agencies "to the 
maximum extent _;;ossible, oodertake such planr,jDg a.Dd actions as may be necessary to mL,.J.iroize 
harm" to hiswnc landmarks. lf the S.S. Badger v,;ere. designated as a historic iandmark, the 
US Environmental Protection Agency \\'ould be required to evaJu.ate all activities related to the 
S.S. Badger c.gainst h"1is sta..'Jdard. The nature and extem of tills e\'aluation would depend on the 
specifics of the his~.o::1c lancLrnark designation and :be particulars ofthe proposed EPA action. 

Fer detailed TL"'cn="auon regarding ::Je S.S Baci~er' s :lorr~na:ion as a National Historic 
LaiJdma:-'1: ~Jd 2.~piic:able ~1\atio:.:al P.ciSLori.:: L22:.:::;::.:~-; :::ril.eria., please contact J. P;m] Loether, 
CJ.Jef Nationcl Register of Histone Places/Na;or:a; l.!.:iswric Landmarks Program, at 

(202) 354--:2003. 

Again, tba::1k you for your letter. If you bave fwt::Jer ;·Jestio:us, piease contact RonD2. Beckmann 
or De1:.ise Fo:-:i.:J., the Region 5 CongressioncJ L<.:.isc·::s, a;_ (312) 886-3000. 

S incere}y ~. -rrz __ 
I 

Sus an H edrr: an 
Regional Administrator 
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The Honorable Gina McCarthy 
Administrat~r 
lJ .S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington DC 20460 

July 30, 2015 

Christy Goldfuss 
Managing Director 
Council on Environmental Quality 
722 Jackson Place, NW 
Washington, DC 20503 

Dear Administrator McCarthy and Managing Director Goldfuss: 

I write to urge the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to initiate a Clean Water Act 
404(c) veto for the St. Johns Bayou New Madrid Floodway project. and to make the Council on 
Environmental Quality (CEQ) apprised of the request. Independent environmental impact 
studies and studies done by the EPA, itself, conclude the project would destroy fish and wildlife 
habitat. Moreover, it would adversely affect small tO'-VllS up- and downriver from the project, 
like Cairo, Illinois. 

Clean Water Act section 404(c) gives EPA the authority to stop projects that would have 
··an unacceptable adverse etTect'' on, among other things, tishery areas (including spawning and 
breeding areas) or wildlife. EPA has already made the findings needed to support a veto when it 
concluded that the project would "significantly alter fish and wildlife resources of regional and 
national importance'' and cause "significant" impacts to the aquatic environment including "the 
greatest loss ofwetlands function in EPA Region 7's history.·· 

As EPA and CEQ are aware, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Department of the 
Interior have made similar findings. The Fish and Wildlife Service has concluded that the 
project "would cause substantial, irretrievable losses of nationally significant tish and wildlife 
resources, and greatly diminish rare and unique habitats found in southeast Missouri." The 
Department of the Interior has determined that the project would degrade or destroy more than 
53,000 acres of functional wetlands. 

The Am1y Corps of Engineers' own independent external peer review panel put these 
impacts in chilling perspective when it concluded that the project would be the 'straw that broke 
the camel's back'" for the river's long term health and sustainability. 

By promoting increa!'.ed agricultural development in the New Madrid Floodway, the 
project will also intensify the already substantial opposition to using the Floodway for its 
intended purpose of diverting flood waters away from river communities during major floods. 
Cairo and other Illinois communities are at particular risk. In 2011, delays in using the 
Floodway led to devastating flooding in Olive Branch and millions of dollars in damages. Any 
further delay could have completely wiped out Cairo. Dozens of community leaders, including 
Cairo's Mayor and Councilmembers, have called for a Clean Water Act veto of this project. 
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lhc St. Johns Bayou New Madrid Floodway project could not he more at odds with the 
Clean Water Act and this Administration's commitment to wetlands protection. wildlife 
conservation, and modern flood risk management. I urge EPA to veto this project to protect the 
environment and the safety and well-being of Illinoisans. 

Sincerely. 

~c.C..c~~;.-
Richard J. Durbin 
United States Senator 
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Administrator Gina McCarthy 
Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Administrator McCarthy: 

July 30, 2015 

We commeml the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for moving forward with an 
update to the National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for ozone, or smog. 
Exposure to ozone can make it more difficult to breathe, trigger coughing and more 
frequent asthma attacks, and cause long-term damage to the lungs. Research also 
indicates that ozone exposure may increase the risk of premature death from heart or 
lung disease. For these reasons, we are writing to express our strong support for a 
science-based standard of 6o parts per bil1ion (ppb). Despite the tremendous success of 
the Clean Air Act, millions of Americans are still breathing unhealthy air. A strong smog 
standard of 6o ppb would drive investments in clean energy and public transit 
infrastructure, save taxpayers billions of dollars annually in health care costs, and save 
lives. 

Research clearly shows that air pollution harms some communities more than others. 
Low income families and communities of color in particular bear a disproportionate 
share of the hurden. A 2011 study by the Centers for Disease Control found that Latinos, 
Blacks, Asians and Pacific Islanders are more likely to live in areas where air pollution 
fails to meet national standards. Further. communities of color are more likely to lack 
access to adequate healthcare and experience higher levels of unemployment, 
compounding the situation for too many families. 

The current George W. Bush-era standard of 75 ppb fails to protect public health, not 
only for low income families and communities of color, but also for other vulnerable 
populations like children, the elderly, people with breathing ailments like asthma, and 
outdoor workers. A strong standard of 60 ppb will reap tremendous puhlic health 
benefits. It is supported by extensive scientific n'search and respected public health 
organizations such as the American Lung Association, the American Heart Association, 
the American Thoracic Society, the American Public Health Association, the American 
Medical Association, and the American Academy of Pediatrics. 

Clean air is a fundamental right currently denied to too many people. We urge the EPA 
to stay true to the science and seize this opportunity to finalize a strong smog standard 
that will protect Americans for generations to come. We look forward to working with 
the EPA to implement an updated standard and appreciate consideration of our views. 

Sincerely, 



~~~£ 8;::; 
Member of Congress 

Member of Congress 

~/1~' 
David N. Cicilline ~-
Member of Congress 

YJ ette D. Clarke 
ember of Congress 

• 

Keith Ellison 
Member of Congress 

Matt Cartwright 
Member of Congress 

Member of Congress 

-

A:~ 
Steve Cohen 
Member of Congress 

( 



MMiv~ 
Ma\:k DeSaulnier 
Member of Congress 

(}:)ffYJ/5.1.~ 
Donna F. Edwards 
Member of Congress 

aka Fattah 
Member of Congress 

OJ.~ 1:1&/~-~ 
Alan Grayson 

ber of Congress 

Rosa L. DeLauro 
Member of Congress 

Thfie/{~ 
Member of Congress 

c~~ 
SamFarr 
Member of Congress 

~~~ 
Ruben Gallego 
Member of Congress 

Luis V. Gutierrez 
Member of Congress 

St~srael 
Member of Congress 

Eddie Bernice Johnson 
Member of Congress 



Ted Lieu 
Member of Congress 

Member of Congress 

t)7 Jerrold Nadler 
MembCfOfCongress 

Eleanor Holmes Norton 
Member of Congress 

-

c~/2--------
Member of Congress 

·A k e-LR---u ruct 
Barbara Lee 
Member of Congress 

Alan S. Lowenthal 
Member of Congress 

Seth Moulton 
Member of Congress 

ace F. Napolitano 
ember of Congress 

-

I 



Mike Quigley 
Member of Congress 

.. 

Charles B. Rangel 
Member of Congress 

MarkTakano 
Member of Congress 

fJaJ~____...-4 v._ f/_4 
Paul Tonko Chris Van Hollen 
Member of Congress Member of Congress 

~~ WMt,&tA [ h "'~ 
Bonnie Watson Coleman 
Member of Congress 

~~ 
Member of Congress 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON. D.C. ?046() 

lh~: I lonorabk RaLtl ~vl. Grijah u 
I ·.s. Hnus~ of Repr~s~ntatiY~:s 
\\ashingltlll, I>.C 20~ 1 S 

u~ar ('onf:!rt.: .... sman (irijaha: 

SEP 2 2 ?0~5 
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I hank )llU Ill!· your k·tt~r of.luly ~n. 2(J] S. tu \IS. En\ irunm~ntal Prutcctiun ,\):!~llC) Administrator 
(iina \1cCarthy regarding th~: Ozom: ~ation:d :\mhil!nt .\ir <)uality Standards ('-:':\AQSl proposl!d ruk. 
I hl' Administrator dsked that I n·sp11t1Ll un hLr ht·half 

,\s you kth)\\, the EP.\ s~ts l\,\;\()S t\l proh:ct public health and thc cnvironml'nt ti·om si.\ wmrnon 
rwllutants. includ111g ground-kvel 1Vonc. The Ckan Air Act requires the EPA to review thes<: standards 
C\ er;. liH· years to cnsun: that thl..') .tn.' sunicit·ntl) prott·cti\·l'. On ~n\ em her 25. 201-L the LP.\ 
proptlSl'd tn 'itrengthl'n thl! \:.\:\()S l(lr ground-le\d utOlll'. based on c'\h.'ll'>l\ c ->eientific cvid.-:ncc about 
Ptnr1l·'s e fiLets. 

\\ c li:.l\l' !lladc l,!IC;It pl\'gre-;..; in rmprmllll! air qual it\ :11H! public health in the llnitcd States. and rt hJ~ 

tJPt L'Oilll' at the 1..'\.pcnsc nf our I.'COil\llll) Indl'l'd. o\ c1 tlw p:ht -W .' t"<ll:'. air p(llluti,m ha-; deneascd h: 
rwarly 70 pt:ret·nt \\ hik the CC\lllOI11~ has tripled. 

I <tpprcciatc your corntrJcnts untl11.· otone proposal :md ha\C asked tn_\ stall to pbce )ntH letter ttl the 
dm·kct fnr the rukmakin~ . 

. \!lain. thank )llU fnr your kllcr. If you have l'urthcr l]lll.'stions. pleas..: contact Illl' or _\lllll'>la!Yma: 
contact Josh Lcwr~ in tht• I P.\ ·s ( >ft!cc of ( ·,,ngrc->sional and lnkrr.m crnmcntal Rclauuns at 

. i',. · l'r (2021 :'64-2095. 

S 1t1n:rc 1\ . 

.I ,llll't (I \fcC ah(' 

. \ctin~. \s..;iswnt \~lmrmstr.ttor 



( ongrrss of ttn~ illmtct1 g.,tatrs 
!Dousr of H.rprrsrn1atltH'S 

lhc llonorablc (itna :'vlcCarth} 
Admmtstrator 
L .S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania A venue, ~\\/ 
WJshington. DC 20460 

Dear Administrator McCarthy· 

June I(J. 2015 

We \Hite today to express uur suppon for the rnk that biomass pum:r plays 111 our ~ation·s 
ctH.:rgy supply. and to request that EPA take action !\) rcmm·e regulatory ambiguities in the 
treatment of utility-scale biomass pmvcr a:-. a rt:llC\\ abk n~~oun.:~:. Biomass is a rcH~:wabk fonn 
of ent:rgy that provides jobs for our rural cummunitics. promotes healthy fore:-:ts. and otlcrs an 
environmt:ntal solution f(Jr urganic material that would otherwise be landtillcd, lett to decay m 
the f<Jrest l)f on farm ticlds, or simply burned. Convening these low-value materials to 
electricity is a win tor the environrm~nt and our el:onomy. 

I h~ prinHtr> sourc..: of biorna~s kedstuck fur electricit; com..:s irom .. lmv-value .. wood and 
agricultural residues. Whik biomass varies hy region. :-~11 h1omass fuels for electricity share a 
nmunon trait, namdy, a material that has 110 higher value use in the marketplace. Riomass 
feedstocks f(H· electricity are not generally ··grown .. or ··harvested'" for energy. but arc a by­
product uf ntm-cm·rgv use'>. \/,/hctlwr from fur~.:..,ts (top~. limbs. thinnings), l~m11s (rice hulls, 
bagasse. orchard prunings) nr the urban l:r1\ tronllll!nt (pallets. railroad ties and other fonns of 
.. ,\<~:>tc wood .. ). biomass power·s usc of thl'sc materials ~hould be encouraged tiw producing 
dcctrit ny 

\Vhilc EPA has been generally "upportive uf biomas~ power in recent documents, how the 
agency wtcnds to Ln.:at biomass power continues to be ,imbtjwous at best. We request that FPA 
tllove quickly to clarify the extent to which these fact!Jttcs will be cov~rcd by proposed carbon 
~.::111ssi(ll1 ru:cs. Providing th1s regulatory ccrL.illllV. Jlli..:luding through full or partial exemption 
th1m thl!sc rules. could protn1.1tc a diverse energy Jhlrtfolio and contribute to healthy forests, 
brms .. md rural cnmmunitics. 

I hank you fix your timely con:-iderathm of our request. We look ti.n-ward tu your response and 
to continuing to v .. ork \oVitli you in sen in: of the American people. 

Sincerely. 
~ . 

a-~tt~j~f;~~ 
,\nn ~v1d .anc Ku~tcr V Brw.:c \Vcstcnnan 

:V1cmbcr of Congrcs:-, 

f ••• 
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The H:merablc Gina McCarthy 
Page 2 
June !5. 201:; 

Peter Welch 
Member of Congress 

Scan Pat;-i~~\1~i~cy 
Member of Congress 

!\nn Kirkpatrick 
:vtcmhcr of Congress 

Mark Takai 
.\t!cmbcr of Congress 

:,_~~- .. P? :/~-{:f~ <-o:;j_--1 
~~ emey (__j Tony Ca; Bcnas 
t/ Met er of Congress Member of Congress 

~H~~ IZ, tv\1)...-
Member of Congress 

!<.liLL_l 
Kurt Schrader 
Member of Congn.:s~o, 

/4: Peter A. DeFazio 
\lfcmhcr of Congress 

-::/~_h.J~~:J 
Walter B . .Iones '.._.;' 
Member of Congress 

Bruce Poiiquin 
Mcmh~.:r of Congress 

·LJi!JtL:.~.~?,~·/~dJ~··· / · 
John Gnran3tndi 

..-iV!cmb~.:r (;fCongrcss 

/ •. 
I ' , \ i,, 

·-

Vlark Pocan 
:v!e11ther of ( 'ongn:ss 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Bruce Westerman 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Congressman Westerman: 

JUL 2 9 2015 
OFFICE OF 

AIR AND RADIATION 

Thank you for your letter dated June 16,2015, to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator 
Gina McCarthy regarding the role of biomass in the proposed Clean Power Plan (CPP) and the need to 
recognize the multiple benefits of sustainably-sourced, renewable biomass feedstocks. The 
Administrator asked that I respond on her behalf. 

As noted in my November 19,2014, memorandum to the EPA's Regional Air Division Directors, the 
agency is taking the next steps in its ongoing work to address the issues associated with biogenic carbon 
dioxide (C02) emissions from stationary sources as a part of a broad climate strategy. 

To continue advancing the agency's technical understanding of the role biomass can play in reducing 
overall greenhouse gas emissions, the EPA has developed a second draft of the technical report, the 
Framework for Assessing Biogenic Carbon Dioxide (C02)from Stationary Sources. The revised report 
takes into account the latest information from the scientific community and other stakeholders. The EPA 
is continuing to refine its accounting work through a second round of targeted peer review with the 
Science Advisory Board.2 

The memorandum also describes the EPA's current thinking pertaining to biogenic C02 emissions in the 
context of the CPP. The agency expects that state reliance on waste-derived feedstocks and agricultural­
and forest-derived feedstocks from sustainable practices may be approvable elements of state 
compliance plans under the CPP. This approach is consistent with the goal in the President's Climate 
Action Plan to reduce greenhouse gases and promote climate resiliency of forests. Conservation and 
sustainable management can help to ensure our forests and other lands continue to remove carbon from 
the atmosphere while also improving soil and water quality, reducing wildfire risk, and otherwise 
managing forests to be more resilient in the face of climate change. Many states already recognize the 
importance of forests and other lands for climate resilience and mitigation, and have developed a variety 
of sustainable forestry and land use management policies and programs to address these concerns. 

2 The revised draft Framework, SAB peer review request memo and the November 19, 2014 memorandum can be found at: 
http; . .:p<Lg,<_,_, t;IIJ!!'!l.:cha~~gl!g_Cil}i,~i<_ll)_'-j1j\'g~ni_o,:-£1.nis~,j_,)J!),hl_l!ll. Information regarding the Science Advisory Board peer 
review process can be found at: http:~-"~''' . .:p<u;o' s~tb. 
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Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Josh Lewis in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
lt:\\is.josh,//icpa.I!.OV or (202) 564-2095. 

Sincerely, 

~~ ~.(l.L .. t _ 

Janet G. McCabe 
Acting Assistant Administrator 
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llmtrd ,States .Senate 

The Honorable Gina McCarthy 
Administrator 
U.S Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Administrator McCarthy: 

June 1 1 , 20 I 5 

I am writing regarding the manner and methods of mandatory public notice under the federal 
Safe Drinking Water Act. I am particularly concerned about the Agency's Stage 2 Disinfectants 
and Disinfection Byproduct Rule and its effect on small and rural communities. 

Numerous communities in .\1ississippi have violated this rule. They have expressed concern that 
the burden of the required public notice is not commensurate with the public health risk 
associated with these violations. 

I would be eager to know your position or comments on the following questions regarding the 
public notification requirements under this rule: 

• Should any or all violations of the rule be eligible for online reporting? Would this be 
consistent with the Agency's January 3, 2013, policy allowing for the electronic delivery 
of certain violations and mandatory reporting? 

• Should some or all violations of the rule be eligible for annual reporting? Would this be 
consistent with the Agency's public notice category allowing communities up to a year to 
provide notice of a situation to customers and allow reporting in the Consumer 
Confidence Reports? 

• Is there any level of violation (i.e. a temporary exceedance of less than l part per billion 
above the standard) that would be a de minimis public health risk? 

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. 

Sincerely, 

..... ~~ 
CC: Nancy Stoner, Acting Assistant Administrator for Water, EPA 
CC: Peter C. Grevatt, Director, The Office of Ground Water and Drinking Water, EPA 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Roger F. Wicker 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Wicker: 

JUL 2 9 2015 
OFFICE OF WAfER 

Thank you for your June II, 20 IS, letter to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency regarding the 
public notification requirements in the Stage 2 Disinfectants and Disinfection Byproducts Rule (Stage 2 
rule). The Stage 2 rule was promulgated by the EPA in 2006 to strengthen public health protection from 
disinfection byproducts. Disinfection is critical to inactivate microbial pathogens but must be balanced 
to minimize the risks from disinfection byproducts that can form through reaction of disinfectants with 
naturally occurring materials in the water. 

Public notification is intended to ensure that consumers are made aware of potential problems with their 
drinking water, such as an exceedance of a health-based drinking water standard or a failure to monitor 
as required by the regulation. Public notification requirements in the Stage 2 rule are categorized into 
three tiers, each containing specific instructions on when and how the information may be delivered. For 
example, a Tier I notification involves the most immediate health impacts and requires public water 
systems to inform their customers within 24 hours using media outlets or personally delivering notices 
to their customers. A Tier 2 notification is issued when a contaminant exceeds the health standard but 
the contaminant does not pose an immediate risk to human health. Our regulations for Tier 2 
notifications require the public water system to notify their customers within 30 days of the violation. A 
Tier 3 notification is for minor violations with limited health impacts. Our regulations for Tier 3 
notifications allow up to a year for delivery, and allow the information to be shared in the annual 
consumer confidence report (CCR). 

In your letter, you requested that the Agency address several questions regarding how utilities are able to 
communicate violations to the consumer. Responses to these questions are found below. 

• Should any or all violations of the rule be eligible for online reporting? Would this be consistent 
with the Agency's January 3, 2013, policy allowing for the electronic delivery of certain violations 
and mandatory reporting? 

In 2012, the EPA conducted the Consumer Confidence Report Ru1e Retrospective Review to explore 
ways to promote greater transparency and public participation in protecting the nation's drinking water. 
The result of this review was the publication of an interpretive memorandum that clarified the 
requirements ofthe CCR rule associated with electronic delivery. Some of the Stage 2 rule violations are 
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eligible for online annual reporting, consistent with the interpretive memorandum. Examples of Tier 3 
violations under the Stage 2 rule include monitoring violations and failure to comply with an approved 
testing method. 

The memorandum does not apply to non-community water systems, some of which may be required to 
comply with the Stage 2 rule. Non-community water systems are not subject to the CCR rule and 
therefore are required to notify the public of Tier 3 violations in accordance with the Public Notification 
rule. 

• Should some or all violations of the rule be eligible for annual reporting? Would this be 
consistent with the Agency's public notice category allowing communities up to a year to provide 
notice of a situation to customers and allow reporting in the Consumer Confidence Reports? 

As noted above, EPA allows community water systems to report Tier 3 violations such as monitoring 
violations through the annual CCR. By allowing this reporting to be done electronically through the 
annual CCR, EPA significantly reduced the public notification burden on community water systems. 

• Is there any level of violation (i.e. a temporary exceedance of less than 1 part per billion 
above the standard) that would be a de minimis public health risk? 

The Safe Drinking Water Act requires the EPA to establish Maximum Contaminant Levels (MCL) for 
regulated drinking water contaminants that are both protective of human health and can be achieved 
using the best available technology. These statutory requirements do not allow for consideration of a de 
minimis public health risk above the MCL. 

Again, thank you for your letter. Ifyou have further questions, please contact me, or your staff may 
contact Cathy Davis in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
Davis.CatherineM@epagov or 202-564-2703. 

Sincerely, 

/(~dtr-
Kenneth J. Kopocis 
Deputy Assistant Administrator 
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[ . S. llous.: nf lh·pr.:s.:nLttivl.'s 
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JUN 1 1 2015 

I h;I:Ji, ~ou l(lr ~Ptlr \lay ::'7. ::'t1: 5. k·tr.:r II.:J;.trdin~ til~· [ S lnvih,lllllL'!Ilall'rotcL'lion ·\gcm:y's usc ol 
Snc1al \kdia. I \\all! t\l a~ . ..,liiL' :uu tildt th~· II':\·~ u-.~.: ols111.:ial ml.'dia i11 th' ''") \ itl!atl.'s thl.' .\nti­
l.uhh~ in!!- Act. RathL'r. th..: Ll',\ 's use oi' st~cial medi;t in its t1lltr<.:ach ;md c.:ngag.~o:nh:nt is lltll Ulllljlll.' • .111d 
i-; well grounded 111 kJ~.·ral bw and ~.·x.:cuti' c branch dirLTti\ l.'S. It is also :tppn)pll,ttd~ suppnrll'd and 
h>umkJ h) intend EPA guidan~:c and poli~.·i~,·s 

J he r-(r0\1!1'11lllL'Ill :\cl of 20(1~ n:cogni/<.:d lhL' importalll'l' 11f pnlllllllilll! tilt.~ "ll>il' of the llltl'llld amJ 
otlk-r infonnalton ll'chnulogi~.·'i to pnl\ ide.: lllt'rl'ascd 11pponunitil's IPr .:tlt/1..'11 parti~.ip,lttnn i11 

(tP\l'llllllL'Ill " 1 ScctiPn 20(1 ttl that Ia\\. L'J11ltkd ··RHil 'I XIC >R Y ,\liF\t'IFS." lays PUt two purpos~·s. 
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p.n:ICip:ttion in <imc:rnmcnl h~ c.:kt.lr•llliC 11\l':llh. L'llnsi~h'nt \\llh n:qutrl'llll'llh undc:r .. thL· 
\dm 1 !11 stJ.lll' c PrP1XdUrl::-. .-\.:1. ·· · 

Pr .. :~idL'nl l lb,una's m..:nw I'll I r.Jn~p:lll'lll': .llld (>pen (in\L'i11111~'11ll'fll'11llr:;t'L'S !"..•Jnal agt•nciL's to u~,: 
111..'\\ tcchnolngi..:s to cnllllllllllicak '' ith .111d L'tlgag..: \\ ttllthL' l'llhltc. ~ I ilL· Or! icc oll\lana~t:mcnt and 
Ru,Jgc~ D1r..:cti\c that l{ll]o\\L'li amplili~.:d till' impPrtan..:c ol'n:aching 1111t to the public. and taskc.:d 
k .. h:,,d agl.'tKic.:s to "promote lltltllllll'd p.trticit'•ttiPtt h' the public." ;md .. ,,roacti\dy us~o.· mmkrn 
ll'l' 1Hwlng~ to dissc.:m\natc the!'ttl inl(nnl<~tlntl.": 

I he dkl'ti\·L· and ;~ppropriatc 11sv ''' "o~o.ialmnli;l It• r~.·;1ch the pui-dic has been nne pil'~o:l' ol thl.' FP.\ ·:-; 
•:! lill t cO llll'l'l:as..: tran~p:ncnc~ and prPJli\l\1.' palli.:ip:ltion Ill rukmaking. l he ~(J I l I·.P.\ Social ;-.. kdi;l 
P(llic~ cst;~bli~h<.:d that "it i-; I·P,\ '-; polir~ Ill u~c.: Sllcial nwJi.l \\here appropri;lll.' 111 order 1\l meet its 

l'uh.l.. '\o J-l"'-107.! 16Sl.ll. :?90! 
l't1 h I. '\,' \.1 7- ! 0 '7. I I(, S 1.11 ~I) I 5 

~c.:.: I raJJ'f'<ll'<'ll< 1 ,ot./ l '1'<'11 < HII\'/Wii<'l/1 t.lan . .::I. 2001J ). at 

"n '' '' htlc.:hnu~~.: g,''' th~: __ ph·~:._r•t1ic,· Trathp_ar..:nc~_and_Opcn_Ci_P\ crnmcnt 
: S..:c ( lf'•'ll < ,,1,'1'/1111,'11/ />it\'dll'•' ( IJ.;,:l·mhcr X, 200<J). ;11. 
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! hank you again for your letter. J f you h;.l\'c ljllC~\IllllS. please l:Oillacl lllC lll" ha\ C your ~taff contact !om 
i >u..:b:rson 111 our Onicc of CPnJ:!rl'SsiPilal and lntcrgo\crnmcntal Relations at dickerson. tom a cpa g~)\ nr 
t 2021 :'6-l-36~X. 

l'hlHlhl:- Rc) nolds 
:\ssodatc ,\dmimstralor 
i lllicc or Public ..\lbir~ 

i. JJ>r\ ~o..:ial ~letha Poll..:~. Classili..:ation ;\(l, CIO ~184.0 (.lunc :;o, 2011 ). 
.., 

t:sing Social ;>.h:dia to Cnmlllllllicatc \\ith the PuH1c. Classilkation :\(l. ('!() 21S4.0-P02 
20. 20 II). 

l iJ Ulll' 

3 . .\knh1randum from (lcnnal Counsel Scottluilllll, (;llltfallt'l' on/uclir,·t'l f.ohh\111~ (l·chrtldl'\ .., 
20 I OJ. . • . 
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The Honorable Gina McCarthy 
Administrator 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvanin Ave, N.W. 
Wnshington, D.C. 20460 

Administrator McCarthy, 

May 27,2015 

COM~'.Il I U. ON 
I NrHI,y i\N/1 (CHv1MUICI 

~•lJI:; I l',~t.11111 l O:J J i:ll;l~'( /,~HI j'l.o 1',! >\ 

!)L•I•f'l..•'.lt.~. I Jl t • '• .' (u· '·.~1 "' , . 

1".-t.v;lhJ'I tlll11i:L 1\t,n f•ht·i 

')ll(:ol '.1'.'111 1 1 ll.'t 

As you are nware, there have been reports( II recently regarding the Environmental Protection 
Agency's use of social media to solicit public support during the rulcmaking process for 
controversial regulatory initiatives. In fact, concerns have been raised that the Agency's efforts 
go far beyond providing the public with information and reflect agency medin cmnpaigns that nrc 
not an appropriate part of the federal rulemaking process. Given the critical importance of a 
transparent, neutral and objective rulemaking process under the Administrative Procedures Act, I 
find the reports about EPA's actions troubling. This is especially a concern given that the 
example provided; the Waters of the United States rule is among the more controversial actions 
the EPA has undertaken in recent years. 

In light ofthese issues, I respectfully request that you answer the following questions: 

• What directives has the Agency provided to employees regarding the use ofsoeialmedia 
generally? 

o Who within the EPA is ultimately responsible for approving or denying use of social 
media relating to significant rulemakings? 

• For which rules or proposed Agency actions has the EPA used social media to solicit 
public support? Please identify all such rulemakings or proposed net ions. (i.e. multiple 
postings regarding the benefits of an action). 

• What was the intended result of these postings? 
e Has the Agency or any Agency staff explicitly encouraged the public to comment in the 

official docket on the benefits of any rule in the lnst six years? 

111 Lipton, Eric, and Coral Davenport. "Critics Hear E.P.A.'s Voice in 'Public Comments'." Tile New York Times, 18 

Muy 2015. !Jtt_p_:LLww'I{,_I},'LtJn1es.c;om/.?..Q1_5L05j.!9/lt~Lf.r.ltjc;s~hg¥..::,gJlil?-voi0tln.:mtbliq.Qrn!ll~nts.htrnl. 21 May 
2015 



• Has the Agency or any Agency staff explicitly encouraged the public to express support 
for an Agency action to elected oftlcials of the legislative branch? 

• What policies or procedures arc in place to ensure that the Agency complies with 
prohibitions against grass roots lobbying? 

I look forward to your prompt and substantive responses on this matter. 

Very respectfully, 

:P~, .OJ-~. ·~-
Pete Olson 
Member of Congress 
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MARIA CANlWELL 
WASHINGTON 

i.J 717 Ht.AT IENAT! Ome! IUI~DINII 
Wt.B"IN<UON, DC 20611)..4711& 
12Galtt ... ~1 
FAll: IJOll2lH514 

Ms. Laura Vaught 

~nit.eb ~t&h~s ~enau 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4705 

April 14, 2015 

Associate Administrator for Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations 
Enviromnental Progection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW, Room 3426 ARN 
Washington, D.C. 20460-0001 

Dear Laura, 

2/46 

COMMITTIII: 
COMM~RCE, 9CI&NCE, AND 

TRANII'ORTATION 
ENEIIQY AND NATURAl 

R.ESOUIIC~I 

INDIAII/ AFFAIAi 

SMA~~ BUSINESS 

My constituent, : -~ .. has contacted my office for assistance with an issue 
within your jurisdiction. The following document(s) provide an explanation of my constituent's 
concerns. I would appreciate your prompt attention to this matter, and I look forward to your 
response. 

Please direct your response to Bryan Raines in my Spokane Office. Bryan Raines can be reached 
as follows: 

Bryan Raines 
920 West Riverside Avenue 
Spokane, W A 9920 1 
Phone: (509) 353w2507 
Fax: (509) 353-2547 
bryan_raines@cantwell.senate.gov 

If you need any additional information, please do not hesitate to contact my office. Thank you 
for your assistance in this matter. 

MC:BR 

PUIAlll ~~~L.,. To: 

\.: u.s. FlDUAL COIJII'rMOUII 
WilT uo IIIVIR510E, SUIT! 1!17 
IIOOultl, INA 11201 
1509135).2507 
fAKI 1101131~147 

[ 1 JAc•aaN FeauAL luii.O<"o 
Sl S 2NO AviNua, Sum 3208 
B••nu. WA 1117.,.1003 
!lOll aaG-84110 
Tau. FUJ: 1 .......... 1-7321 
fAX: (JIIII-

Sincerely, 

Maria Cantwell 
United States Senator 

0 MAIISHAU HOUII 
1J130n:CI~I' IIOW 
Fl .. f PLOOII 

V~COWIR, WA 98881 
13GOIIII-7W 
''"" lltol Ufo71M4 

lJ 12& JADWIN AytiiUI 
G-SI-A 
lloCNIJ'NI>o WA Milia 
16091~W1Dt 
PM: 1&0111411-11377 

lntrrnll: miiii-CIIIIWifl f.'C41ntweiLUMILQCv 
Wab: ht1PVIC01ntweii.M/Illti.IJOY 

~IHftD ON IUC'I'CLID '""IR 

n 2830 WJI't,IO~I AVINUE 
Sum &8 
EY&llln, WA 112G I 
1425)303-4114 
,AX, t420I aowaa 1 

I I 510 ........ c AlltiNIII 

BYH 1'1.0011 
TACOMA, WA t8402 
12531 872-2211 
~A)!; 1253) 571-1171 
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MAI\IA CAN1WIILI. COMMiniU 
~o...,\ltll:.t ''· 1 ~u •~: 

1UNf,t;c.I•'AtltlN 
Wi.SU•IIOTO,. 

marn 

1Unitcd ~tatts ~cnatc 
WASHINGTON, DC 20610-4705 

&~f"(h' A~O NAtliAAt 
~uounc., 

IP•tW'' A'•A•hS 
~t.Uh.~ 11\Jlii~LS.'-

The Privacy Act ul' 1974 is n Fcdcrnllnw designed to protect you li·om unnuthorizcd use and e:-.:change of 
personal information by Federal naenclts, Any inl'onnation thnt a Federal Agency ha.s on file regarding 
your denlinss with the United Stntos covemment n\1\Y not. with a row caxceptlona, be slven to another 
agency or to a Senator or Member of Congress without your wrlnen permission. 

PLEASE DESCRIBE THE SITU!.TJON WITH WHICH YOU ARE REQUESTING ASSISTANCE 

1, Fallure by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to respond to my numerous requests to rasotve 
an erroneous dabt. 
2. The de'ot (028702885380) waa created In October 2014 by lha Department olthe Interior, who 
handled EPA's payrcll at that lima, baaect on a corrected time sheets for pay period 201419. Curing the 
time In question, I was ullng EPA's Leave Bank and the figures and Information 001 provided to support 
ttle claim ware totally Incorrect. ~ 
3. In October, OOIInforrned me that the ooUactlon had bean transferred to tat EPA's 
headquarters for collection (Bnl 1115?032), 
4. Since October I have attempted to get resolution to thia dabt, but no one from HQ or Finance 
Department has contacted me. 
5. Attached Ia a tlmellna of my efforts. 

I hereb)' request the assistance of the Office of United S111tus Senator Marin Cuntwell in I'I!Soivlng the 
matter described above and authorize Senator Cantwell nnd her st11.tTto receive an)' information which 
they might need In order to provide this nulsrnnea. 

DATE: 03/25/2015 SIONE.O: 
t_ 

NAME: ~ EMAIL: 

ADDRESS: ~ 
ciTY: Federal Way STATE:WA ZIP: 98023 

DAYPHONE:; -;kif~~ EVE.NINGPHONE: . ~ 

SSN: . j!)(__f)'f{:{f-f, OOB: ~ ALIEN 10 #: 

OTHER. CLAIM #: 

lliOIIAHD IIA"I& &n&AHI fACOIU VAHCGIMA Wlllll~lllG~. Dt 
,"43J"'''''·••A•'""'' tt .. .lt.,t~~~o• .. A••.,•·I 

'-•'f:"" .. l'ttl,t. 
........... !. 't\.lt'tl~ 
t.ur,,u.na 

.... '"" .... :""·· ,, ' ...... ·. 
'JI:\,".t A,I,,A f •tlo, .. 
\1 '-!• I. t-·4 '4'11 1ft,! 
l:'~•I~Ut\ 

u 1 ruo~~~.~. e., ....... , .. ..~ •• ,,,. A,tlllo t 

:i •II \f\ 

11 •• , ..... "'''1\.t 
':C'l Dr• .,,,. ,.,.,. 

)till•'' !ot•.- .. ~~~- ..... ,._ 
~ •tf 
,., .......... ,w:..t 
4~·~'~~''1 

•A.•.c:--.l" .. ,c.'\1 .. , ·~ .. ..,., ... ,, f· 1• 1 I ~\1 I,At .'kt 
I,, 'l~t ~"' ftiM 

.Vffl ··"····.•• t• ""' 
$t'tlr.l \'IA~I'I)t 
'1.~, Ill ltll 

..... ·~~~ ,.,, 1!41 

\'Vttl ftnp 111""'"11 """'' Mll't 

llbiii'COOJ• -10 ·~· 

~~ ........ ~~· ,.~~ 
.;.,; 't: 1:•\ 
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....... ,.u. ~, • .,.,. 
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1.,, :·•1. 146dtW 

Jia· ........ ~. ::IC ~10-Ut• 
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Request for assistance on behalf o' 

Enclosed are my e-malls, tilnesheets and letters regarding the approval to use 
EPA's leave bank and the debt notices (monthly). 

I can also provide my Leave and Earning Statements should you need them. 

Please be aware that I was out of the oftice for a family medical emergency 
starting approximately August 6, 2014 and subsequeutly redred from the EPA 
on September 30, 2014. 

4146 
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10/14/2014 

United States Department of the Interior 
OFPICE OP THE SeCRETARY 

lnt~rlor Bualnus Center 
Payroll Opm.tlona Dlvillon 

PO Box 2.72030 
Denver, Colorado 80227~9030 

BILL FOR. COU.RCTION 
DEBT ID: Q2870268580 

Subject: Pay Adjuatment 

.· ,,. ... . ' 

-:-··-·1 . ? 
... 

' . ; 

This Is to notifY you that we will make a deduction of up to 15 percent of your disposable 
pay"' bsginnins next pay period 201422 to satisfy a debt. The debt was the result of a time 
sheet cotTection submitted by your agency for pay periods(s) 201419. 

If you believe you had no reason to reeogniza that you incurred this debt, and that collection 
would be against equity and aood conscienoe, you may apply for a waiver ofropaymant of 
this bUl. Your request must explain tho oircwnstances of the ovetpayment to the best ofyour 
knowledge, and must tell what steps you tOok, if any, to bring the matter to tho attention of 
the appropriate official and the aaeney's responae. Plwe inoludo the following on your 
request: 

1. Your name, daytime phorte nwnb&r, e-mail address, mailing adna and slanature; 
2. The bill number and the amount of the debt; 
3. Tho n:uon for raquestfng a waiver; 
4. Copies of allaupportina doc:umentatfon for the lndebtodnesa. Bxamplaa applicable 

SP-SO's for personnel relatc:c! indebtedness; Pederal Employees Health Benofit 
election fonn for health lndebtedtleu; and Fedoral Employees Group Lite Insuraace 
cleotion fonn and SP-SO's for liti Insurance Indebtedness; 

5. Please send your request to: 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

RJc.bard Feldman 
1200 PeMsylvan!a Ave NW 

Mall Stop 2399A 
Wuhington, DC 20460-0001 

5/46 
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.. 

Please submit a copy of your waiver request to this office so that we oan suspend collection 
aotions, Mail the copy to: 

.OOI - lnterfor Business Center 
Payroll Operations Division 

Attn: Debt Management Branch D-2640 
P.O. Box 272030 

Denver, CO 80227-9030 

If this bill is not JJaid in total by the end of this calendar year, the unpaid amount will be 
Included on your W2. as taxable income fot thJs tax year. 

Collection wiii be made WJdcr the authority of the Debt Collection Improvement Act of 1996. 
The Debt Collection Improvement Act exempts the requfromenta of due process prior to 
offiet if the overpayments ue "'routine lntra-ageaoy acijustments of pay that are attributable to 
clerical or adminJstmtive arrors or delays in processina pay documents that have occumd 
within the four pay periods preceding the adjustment and to any aqjusbnent that amounts to 
$50 or less." 

If you have questions concerning the specifics of the debt, please contact Matt Nayer of the 
Debt Management Branch at 303-969-6630 or matthcw_ncyot@ibc,dol.gov. 

•Disponble pay, lbr this puiJWlle.ll dlllilllld u )'Ourbhftdcly.,... pJYiut dcducll1111r Rqulred by law(mlretnll\1, lllrift tavlnll ph.n, 
l'edcllll.llllc, loc.all&llcs, Medica~~, OASDI,rcplar II~ llllllri!IOt. 111d hullh llwlil promllllll) 111d uyollter debt owed 10 lht Unlled 
SIIICI 00vtmlllllll. 

6/46 
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. . 

Attachment 
A$ Indicated in the bill, you were overpaid in the pay periods indicated below. The 
infonnation below lists th• pay codq and amount•, whiob were put ottbo overpaynlent. The 
total gross overpayment is listed. The net amount you must repq Is tho gross overpayment 
minus any amoWlt that can bo recovered from another entity (such as Medicare). 

Adjustment 
Pay Code 

REGULAR 
ANN LEAVE USED 
SICK LEAVE - OS&C 
HOLIDAY • NOT WORKED 
CAEOIT HOURS • 08ED 
TIME orr AW~D - US!D 
LV BK-SELr ~EOICAL USED 

Ptocassinq Zffective 
Pay Period .Pay Period 

201421 
201421 
201421 
201421 
20UU 
201421 
201421 

zouu 
201419 
201419 
201419 
Z014l9 
201419 
zouu 

Total Gross Pay Adjustments' 

Less Applioa~la ftooove~ablca1 

Federal Withholdinqs 
State Withholding: 
Local Withholdinq; 
Medicare: 
OASDI: 
Retirement: 
'tSP: 

Nat to be Paid by Employee: 

Ume Amount 

-34 .l! $1,736.48 
-4.00 $202.80 
-z.oo UOl.~O 

$0.00 
$0.00 
eo.oo 

3 •• 15 .. U,736.4B 

$304.20 

-Ul. 77 
$0.00 
so.oo 

-$4.41 

""',;-,. 1C 
-$18.86 

-$2.43 
\ ..J' -$45.153 

$211.10 

7146 
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United States Department of the Interior 
OFFICE OJ' THE SECRETARY 

Interior Buslnta CenlOI' 
Payroll Operlllo111 DIY!Jion 

PO Box 272030 C lnt1•nor 
Hu:;tncss 

Ct:rtler 

I 0/14/2014 Reprint 

Denver. C'.oiOI'Ildo 80227·9030 

Bill tbr Collection: Q2870268S80 

Bill Date: I 0/1412014 

Your debt in the amount of 211.10 has been transferred ll/1 0/2014. Responsibility for 
collection or this debt has been lmnsfcrrcd to: 

ENVIRONMEN'rAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
Lconice Stewart 

1200 Pennsylvania Avo N W 
MC2734R 

Washlnaton, DC 20460·000 1 

You will be receivina 1 new bill from that office. Please contact them with any questions 
regarding the debt. Do not make payments to the Interior Business Center. If you make 
p11ymem prior to receiving f\Jrther notJcc ft'om your employer, pleuc make your check 
payable to your employer not the Department of the Interior. 
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BILL FOR. COLLECTION 

BUREAU/OFFICE FOR REMI'I'TANCE P /. Y ABLE 
U.S. EN'VIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
WASHINGTON HEADQUARTERS 

ADDRESS FOR MAILINO PAYMENT 
USEPA- FINANCIAL SERVICES DMSION 
OFFICE OF FINANCIAL SERVICES 
P .0. BOX 9790'1S 

BILL NO. 1!P03l 

DATE 

12/11/14 

AMOUNT OF 
PAYMENT 

ST. LOmS, MO 6319'7-9000 $111.10 

Our records Indicate that you seplll'llted from the Aaancy on September 6, 2014. After $211.10 
separation. you received payment for 4 bra of annual leave mel l bra of sick leave used for the 
pay period endina September 6, 2014, and u a result. a bill has beGn utablished. 

This overpayment, in the amount of $211.1 o. repruents your net indebtedness to the Agency. 
If the net repayment of$211.10, II not received b)' Deoembor 27,2014, )'OU wlll be 
responsible for rcpayina tho woas amount of$304.20. Tho BJOUimoW1t of your 
overpayment includes taxes, benefitl and other deductions that the Aaenoy will bo unable to 
recoup on your behalf after December27, 2014. 

According to the Aaency debt collection procedures and to avoid additional char&es, payment 
must be received within 30 days &om the blll date. If payment is not received, intemt will 
accrue on the amount due at 1% pot annum throuah tho date of payment. A late payment 
handlina charaa <>fSlS.OO wiJJ be imposed after 30 days with an additional cbarae ofSlS.OO 
for each subsequent 30 day period. A 6% per annum penalty will be applied on any amount 
not paid within 90 days of tho due date. 

Repayment may ba made by sending a check payable to the Agency at tho address above. 



Apr-14-2015 12 03 PM CANTSPO 5093532547 

You may requeJt the following regarding your debt: 

• To inspect and cop:y tho records relating to the debt. 
• To dispute the validity or amount of the debt by requesting a hearing pW'suant to the salary 
offset provisions at S CPR§ 5SO.ll04(e), and 40 CFR § 13.22(d), The hearing request 
should be forwarded to tha Office of Financial Services who will be responsible for 
scheduling tho hearing. 
• To enter into a written agreement for a repaymant schedule subject to approval by the 
Office of Financial Services. 

• To request that the debt be compromised or tenninated by the Office of Financial Services' 
Financial Management Officer in accordance with tho Agency Management Directives and 
the standards set forth at 40 CFR § 13.25 and 13.32. 

• To request a waiver of claim for sallll')' overpayment under S USC § 5584 and 40 CPR § 
13.22(g). This request Is made through your Human Resources Officer. The Hwnan 
Resources omcer will forward the request for waiver to the Director, Office of.Pina.ncial 
Servlcea (2734R) fer processlna. 

If you have any questions or wish to pursue a course ofactlon as stated llbove, you must 
notifY Leonlce Stewart via e-mail (stewart.leonice@epa.gov) in wrlting within 30 days from 
the date of this notice. 

IMPORTANT: A receipt will be issued for all cash remittances and fer 

10/4 6 

all other remittances when required by applicable procedures. Failure to AMOUNT DUE SZll.lO 
receive a receipt for cash payment should be promptly reported to the 
bureau/office shown above. 

EPA Form :ZS0!!-4 (9·73) REPLACES FORM Dl-1040 WHICH IS OBSOLETE. 
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Dear 

UNITl!O S'I'ATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20480 

JAN Z 0 2015 

o,,,c& ot 
CHIIiF I'INANCtAl O~"CER 

Our rec<wt.ls indic:olo )'OUr nucoum has been outst1u~ding for ~nore tlum 30 days ond is delim1ucm. As 
indicoted in your pl'evious bill, number 152015POJ2 you are indebted to the Envirot\m~utnl Protection A!lency 
tor $319.45 for un overpayment. Please keep h1 mind you are new responsible for repnyln~ the adjusted amount 
uf$304.20 plus 11ny nocruecl fees. TI\e flrsr notification of your debt to the Agency was sent via rcsular mail an 
12!11114. This nnlount may include interest. hnndling o.nd penally c:hnrses. Please mail your cheek or money 
ord~:r payablll t<>: 

US EPA Finnnciol Set·vh.:~:t~ Division 
Ollicc of P'innncinl Servic~s 
Mi•cellnneous Fcca 
P. 0. Box 979075 
St. Louis, MO 63197-9000 

Jllc;t:l~.: rct"et·c:nw th~ bill number abO\'C. A :~ummal")' ol' the amount due: is shown bel!,lw: 

Aceoum Ol!sc:riptiol\ 
Uill Numb~:r 

Principle Amount 
Interest Clmrse 
Handling Charge 
Penalty Charge 
Amount now due 

0\'errlynu:nt 
152015P032 

304 • .20 
0.25 

15.00 
0.00 

319.45 

Pl~c\SC note thut delinquent debt mar ah:o b.: rof"rrod to lhe J)epllrtmenl oi'Tro~ISUt)' for eclleclion 
action. The Dc1'~u1ment of Treasury will assess uddltlonnl servicing l"ct3 10 th" umount or n referred debt. The 
D~J,•lrUncnl ofTren!lur)· muy ulso rcpon debts to crcdh reponing agencies. refer debts to collection """ncic:s, 
LU\d nns~t the Ul\lt'\lnt ftOm f.'OdCrtll pi.'lymc:nts tO the debtor and take OlhC!r GCtiOI\1 deemed 11CCCSSary tO col\ecl 
the funds. 

If vo11 "'""' ...... -"••'ions regn1•dhlg thi' notice, plcnse cont51CI 

- 4f/JtpHt 
Sincere!)', 

- . ~ L 
~~Fe:~:;:ion Chief 

Pnyroll Accounting and Outreach Section 
Office of r'lnanclal Services 

lftlernet Ad4rets CURL) • h11p:/Jwww eN 0011 
R•eyclotiiRMycllla~ • ll11111t0 Wit~ V41fllllbl• 0.1 hiM lnll& 011 I~ POIICUftlllnltt, Jlt-11 CNIHIII J 1e1 Rcll'fGitO P1 .. 1 

-
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I'' 

UNIT!D STATES iNVIRONMI!NTAL PROTECTION AOENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20480 

FEU I. £UJS 

OPPICI OP 
CI111!P FINANCIAL OFFICER 

Our rec:orcb; indicate your account has been outstanding for ntorc) thnn 60 days and is delinquent. As 
indicatl:d in your previous biiJ, number 15l015P03l you are indebted to the Envlmnmental Pmtection Asency 
lbr $334.70 for an overpayment The first notificctlon of your debt to the: Agency wns sent vlo regular mall on 
12/11/14. This amount may include interest, hundlins and pent\lty chnracs. Plcuse tnnil your check or mnney 
m·clrr paynbk 1n: 

US EPA Financiul Services Division 
Office of Financial Services 
Miscellaneous Fees 
P. 0. Box 979075 
St. l.ouis. MO 63197·9000 

Please: rctercncc the bill number above. A summnry orthc nmount due Is shown below: 

Acc:uum Descriptirm 
11111 Number 

JJrinciple Amount 
hucrest ChMge 
Hunulin¥ Char·y~ 
Jlci\GII)' Charye 
Amount nnw due 

Ovcrpaymc:nc 
JS10ISP03l 

304.20 
o.so 

30.00 
0.00 

334.10 

Plense note thut uelinquc:m debt mny also be referred to tht Oeprll'tm.:nt ofTreo.~ury lor cnllcction 
action. 'll1c: Department orTreas\try will assess additional servicing fcc to the amount ora n:fern:t.l debt. The 
O<lp:mmcnc ni'Truu!luty may also report debts to credit reponina Aa&cnclc». ruler debts to collection ugcncieA, 
:~nd ofl"scl the amount !'rom P~dcnd paymenua tu the clcbtor a11d take oth~r netions deemed nc:cessury lo collect 
the funds. 

I r you have any qu~stions rcunrding this notice, please contact Lconicc Stcwan on (202) 564-4812 or 
.:nutil nt ~.l.s:nnjyc@FI, A.gov. 

I 
"-1•1.'• , ,. •• :t 

Hinccrcly, 

~~~~icf 
Payroll Accountln1 and Outreach Section 
Office of Financial Services 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENC't' 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

HAR 1 7 2015 

13146 

OfiPIC1! OF 
CHIIF FIHANCIAI. OFFICEA 

Th.: t l.S. Uawironmcntnl Prutlil.:tion A~Cncy holds a delinquenl debt lor which you arc responsible. 1'he 
purl'us.: ut'\hil( lt:n..:r is to nut only n.-aqU\.'lllt pR)1nent. but to advise you ot'thc vnrious debt collection procedures 
1ha1 El~i\ 1nay US!! to c~,llect \his debLamd your riQhlS should paymcl\1 nut be n:ccivcd whhln in 30 days of 
receipt of thil' lct\er. 

Thq Debt 

1'1\c nnmulll ol' your debt is J349.95 und it iss\ill oulc;tarlding,. You are sh·ongly urged to make payment 
immediutch• rc:turcncing Acenunt t5l014Pll31 on your check or money order and mailing h to tht: followinu 
u~h.lrcss: 

US I!PA l'innm:inl Services Oivislun 
Office ,lrFinancial Services 
Miscellaneous 1:~5 
P. o. nux 91907S 
St. lnuis, MO 63197-9000 

Y ~m may :dso ~:nM· inlo arepnynMlt ngr•ccmem. if you wish. by ccmtacting Lconlcc: Stewart via e·mail 
:11 S\LjWtU't.l.~:lllli~•ci.EPA~ 

Cnl!llc:tion Proc:edurc:s 

The l)etici\ Reduction Act of I 984 ond its auuendments authoriz.:d tho Internal Revenue Service ORS) in 
1 Q94 to deduct &&overnmcnt debts such ws yours from tax rerunds (refund o fTsel). Jn addhion, tht: Debt 
Collection lrnpro"~mcnt t\~:L of 1996 uulhllri7.es aovcmmeru ngonc\cs 10 refer to delinquent debts to !he 
!')apartment uf Trentmr>•' s l:inanc;ial Mnnogemcnl ~crvlce (FM~) for Cross .. Servicing OS a means of collection. 
This J\{.;T nlso authori~cs FMS to U5C otlwr c:ollcction tools S\lch "-" huvln~ BOVcmntunt agencies servt! as debt 
colli!CtiOtl center!!, contn\cting with prlv11tc cotl~o:ctitm contmc:\on; und usina the l>c,,artmcnt or Jusdc:c for 
litiglltlnn. 

Yyur Righhl 

If rou lilud rar bankruptcy, art marri~d l\1ina a joint Income: to." rctum or fe.:l1hllt this dobl is not past 
due or ~~~~all) cnlorccnbh.:, )'OU shuuld 1\nt~ lhC' ro!lowin~: 

If )'OU hl\\'1: tiled for bnnkruptc:y "lld nn nu1omatic Sift)' ol'~nkrup\c)' ia In .:Oucl. you a.re not subject to 
the r~:r~•nll urr.ut while the automntic: !Ctny ren1ains in ciTcct. To be exempt n·om thill otTsct, you must 
pr<wid-: ~' Jll\l()r ofbankntptcy to this oiTicc= at the addrcs~ il1dicnted above. 
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lfyou arc n1arried, filing a joint income tax retum and you incurred lhi.s debt separately from your 
11pouae, who hos no legal responsihility for this debt and who has income and withholdina andlor 
e»timated tnx payments, he or she mny be entitled to receive his or her ponion of the: joint refund. You 
!lhould contncl the IRS befpro Ollng your return reaardin~ the sLops to take to protect the Jhare ot' the 
refund which may be payable to your non·obllpted »pOUIIC. 

If you abject to thi:l collection action or believe that this debt is not put due or not legolly enforceable, 
you may requ~st to Inspect the Agency'!! records or request a review. However, you must do so, in 
wrlling via emuH, within 60 days from the date of this notice. Your requests should be addressed 
sse\'1lrt.!egnjce@cng.g,ov After n determination Is mado, you will bo notiflod of our decision. 

To request that the debt be compromised or terminated by the Office ofFlnanoial Services' Acting 
Payroll Munag~:mcnt & Outreach Stptr Director. Sherri' L. Anthony, in ac:c:ordanca with the Asency 
Mannjlcmcnt Dirc:c:tivcs and the standards set forth at 40 CFR § 13.25 and 13.32. 

To request" waiver af claim for salary overpayment under S USC§ SS84 and 40 CFR § 13.22(g). This 
n:quest is mode throuah your Human Resources Officer. The Hurnan Resources Oniccr will forward 
the request tor Wllivcr to the Director, Office of Financial Services (2734R) for proccasina. 

Your inunedi:uc attemi~n to this serious matter will be gn:nlly uppreciated. If you have any question• 
rt:~:&Urdin&& thi11 notic~. plcnsc contac:t Lconic:e Stewart on (202) 564-4812 or e-mail at 
.:;1.: wMrt. Lco,nic,;rii1EPA .uov. 

Sinccrcly. 

~:z:._...._ 
Shcrri' L. Anthony, Acting St roi c 
Payroll Monagetncnt & Outreach Stu 
Office of Financial Services 
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From: 
I ant: 
To: 
Cc: 
subject 

( s-:-o cJO -1roo 

#!ate lorm:~!Jt>r,notlo~rtltsO 
Th:ardn:l 

~ 
From;! ~ 
sent: Friday, Sapttrnber 12, 2.014 11:06 AM 
To·'"· · ·· j) .,~ ~/) ~/Ju.M,., ' 
c:c;; .. _.. ~'(!X...VUfhl't' OJ/./.)fJA/)M_ 
SubJtctl LI!IVI blnle approval far "--;'~ ~ r J 'f" 

EMAIL LEAVE BANK DECISION NOTIFICATION TO RECIPIENT, SUPERVISOR, TIME 
KeEPER and COORDINATOR 

FROM: Leave Bank Board 

__ -~ has been approved as a recipient of paid leave through EPA's Leave Bank 
Program. 

15146 

The employee has been approved for 216 hours from the et'A Lnve Bank. thae hour& have been 
processed In DFAS end People Plus and Is IM!llebla ror use. 11111 leave cen be used retroacUvely back to pay 
period beginning 08•24-14. ,alRC code tor reporting this leave Is LVBUS. Leave bank hours are 
only authorized during the time of the medlcall!mergency, Auguat 25, 2014 tD lept:llmber 30, 
2014. 

NOTE TO SUPERV!SORa An employae mutt be fadng at •• 24 hours In pay period In order to 
qualifY to uae the lane blink houl'8, the approval of thue hours VIliS based on the employee "'} 
tadng at least 24 hours In • pay period. C 

The employee Is auttlorll:ed tD UH the approved leave bank hours contaaatiVel 
Madlml documentation daes not state lntarmlttllnt u• of th ... hours. 

PleiSse note that If required an employee receiving leeva bank hours must request the use or thiS leave the 
same as any other leave by submitting a SF71, Request fbr Love or ApPrOVed Ablence, and that the 
Supervisor make the final determination about the use of luve granted by the ePA Leave Bank 

1 
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All correctron timecards must be completed within 60 days from the Issuance of thrs notlncat:ron or the Leave 
Bank Hours will be t'arfe:lted and retumed t:o the Bank. 

As a Leave Bank recipient, the employee Is only authorized to use Leave Bank hours durfng the dates provided 
above ~~~d for thl! • ose provided on the medical cartlflcatson. It Is equally Important that the employee 
notify , via email of their retum to duty. Any use of approved hours beyond the expired 
medical a an for otner than the stated purpose ln the medical documenbltlon Is unauthorized and will 
result ln L.WOP. 

If you have questions or concems, please contact me on 

2 
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.. - , .. 

10/14/2014 

United States Department of the Interior 
OPFICB OF THB SECRBTAR. Y 

Interior 8111ln111 Cmter 
Payroll Opll'l.tlona Clvislon 

PO Box l72030 
Denver, Colondo 80227-9030 

BILL FOR COLLECTION 
DEBT IO: Q2870268S80 

.... 

Subject: Pay Adjustment 

C lllii:!IIOI 

n ll ~-· n E: ~· s 
_ _. Center 

.,·. .-~··· 
' . 

' .. .. • 
1 

. ·' 

This is to notifY you that we wlll mako a deduction of up to 15 percent of your disposable 
pay"' bcgiMing next pay period 201422 to satisfy a debt. The debt was the result of a time 
sheet correction !IUbmitted by your agency for pay periods(s) 201419. 

If you believe you had no reason to recognize that you incUlTed this dobt. and that collection 
would be against equity and good consolenco, you may apply for a walver of repayment of 
this bill. Your request must explain tho circ.umstances of tho overpayment to the best of your 
knowledge, and muat tell what a tepa you took, if any, to bring tho matter to the attention of 
the appropriate oftlcial and the agenoy'e response. Plcucs include the following on your 
request: 

1. Your name, daytime phone number, e-maU address, malting address and signature; 
2. The bill nwnber and the amount of tho debt; 
3. The reason fbr requesting a waiver; 
4, Copies of allaupportlne doownc:ntation for the indebtcdnass. Exam plea applicable 

SP'·S01s for pmonnel related indebtedness; Federal .Employees Health Benefit 
election form for health indebtedness: and Federal Employees Oroup Life Insurance 
election fonn and SP-.501s for llfelnsurance Indebtedness; 

S. Please send your request to: 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

Richard Pcldman 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave NW 

Mail Stop 2399A 
Wauhinaton, DC 20460.0001 
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...... f 

Please submit a copy of your waiver request to this office •o that we can SUBpend collection 
actions. Mail the copy to: 

DOl· Interior Bu.tnea CIDter 
Payroll Operation~ Division 

Attn: Debt Management Branch Doo2640 
P.O. Box 272030 

Denver, CO 80227-9030 

If this bin is not ~ in total by the eDd of this calendar year, tbe unpaid amount wUl be 
JncJuded. on your W2 a. taxable income for thla tu year. 

Collection will be made under tbe authority of the Debt Collection Improvement Act of 1996. 
The Debt Collocdoa Improvement Act exempts the requirements of due process prior to 
oft'set if the OVeJpayments are "routine mtra-apncy adjustments of pay that are attribUtable to 
clerical or administrative omn or delays ln proeeaaing pay documents that haYo oeeurred 
wlthJn the four pay periods preccdlns the acijUstment and to any acijustment that amounts to 
SSO or Jess ... 

If you ha'\'e questions coneoming the apeclfic:s of the debt. please contact Mau Neyer of th~ 
Debt Management Branch at 303·969-6630 or matthew _neyer@fbc;.dol.gov. 
•Dirpc!flbtt PlY• for rills PlnDOif. II d•llttad 11 roar.,_.,.,_ p8J l•llcctuctlonl n;qvflld by law (Niimneal, thrift avinp plan, 
rlllfol'll,ltatc. IOGII!Ma. Mcdiiiiii'C. OASDI, N&Uiar II~ WIIIWI. llld lttllth "''''" p,...,lulll) 1114111!/ Olhlr dtllt awalto lht Unhld 
Slllw OavCII\ftlllll. 

18146 
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.... , . 

AU&cbment 
As Indicated in the bUJ, )'OU were over-pmd In the pay periods indicated below. The 
Information below lists the pay codes IIlii amounts, which were part ot1ho overpayment. 'Tho 
to111 arou overpayment Is lilted. Tht net 11D0unt you muse repay is the ;roa overpayment 
mlnua any amount that can be recovorcd from another entity (such as Medicare). 

Adju•tment 
Pay Code 

Proce•e1ng Effective 
ray Period Pay Period 

REGULAR 
ANN LEAVE USED 
SICK LEAVE - USED 
HOLIDAY - NO'l' WORKED 
ClEDtt KOORS - UBBD 
TIMt orr ANARD - U8tD 
LV BK•SELF MEDICAL USED 

Total Gro•~ Pay Adjustments! 

La•e Applicable Recove~abl••• 

Federal Withholdinq; 
S~ate Withhold1ng• 
Local Withholding: 
Meclicere: 
OASDI: 
Retirement: 1 
1'SP: 

Net to be Paid by Employee: 

201421 
201421 
ZD1421 
201421 
201421 
201421 
201421 

201419 
201419 
201419 
20141.9 
201411 
20U19 
2DU19 

Time MOunt 

•34.1~ n, 736.48 
-4.00 1202.80 
... 2.00 fl01.40 

to.oo 
$0.00 
.o.oo 

34.15 -$.1, 736.48 

$304.20 

-s21.77 
$0.00 
$0.00 

-u . .u ... -na.a& 
"" .... \ L.· -82.43 

\ .I • •$4!.U 

8211.10 

19/46 
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From:. ~,6 
Subject: RE: People Plus information 

Date: October 23, 2014 1 :09:22 PM PDT 
To: ··~ 
Cc: 

22/46 

Wait on a resolution for now; the deadline lsn1t until the end of year for payment~ 
and OCFO Is aware tha! ~~: l~keJY_a Leave Bank accounting problem. I discussed 
the problem wltr ~ in OCFO earlier this week and she needed some 
time to look over it before responding. I have a note in with her for an update 
today. 

~ 
F ~ 
Sent: Thursday, October 23~ 2014 12:55 PM 

~ 
Subject: RE: People Plus information 

So .... what is ~supposed to do with the 11 Bill" she received from 
the Dept. of Interior? 
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Sent: Thursday, October 23, 2014 12:46 PM 
To-··· ~· · 
Subject: Kt::: !-'eop1e !"IUS mformation 

23/46 

We're at the P.Oint, actually, that we're talking directly with OCFO about 
everything. ~it's something that's unique to this summer and some 
database problems: Headquarters/the Leave Bank Board thinks they've granted 
the leave, but somehow it hasn't all taken In the system ~ 
monitors the Leave Bank program and will likely be working with OCFO on 
~sue as soon as they can finalize another employee's dilemma. 

~~~~:Thursday~ 201410:47 AM 

To: .()0/.ol/i rJ/, 
Cc... ~~~-r' r 

Subject: Kt: People Plus information 

OCFO and HR are aware of the Issue and they are working on it. It Isn't a 
retirement issue it's a Leave Bank issue. 
We have had at least one other person who wasn't retiring and had received a 
debt collection notice from IBC for the Leave Bank hours she used. 
If you have any other employees who have received this notice please let· ~ 
~ 10w about it. She has been handling these with the SCCLV. 

Thanks, 

OMP-213 

Seattle, WW-v 
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Fax:206-553-0149 

From ~ 
Sent: Thursday, October 23, 2014 10:38 AM 
To. n~ 
Subject: RE: People ~Ius Information 

I ~-ooo- 7Eroo 
24/46 

There seems to be a problem with people using Leave Bank hours and 
then retiring. People get a letter stating that they will have money 
withdrawn from their last pay check. What can we do to stop this 
mis understanding? 

. I' ... , 
~ 
~~ 

. /2Kf/Jtp(P 

Fro,., ~ 
Sent: Thursday, October 23, 2014 10:09 AM 
To: R10~Timekeepers Mail Group 
Cc: -·····~ 

Subject: People Plus Information 

Hi all, 

I am considering some brown bag sessions to help answer questions that you and 
other members or your staff have about PeoplePius. In putting these sessions 
together I would like to know what Information would be the most useful to you. 
Please consider the questions below and give me any other feedback that would 
help me put together any training or other resources that would be helpful. 

Would brown bag sessions be useful to you, your manager or other staff 
members? 
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What are the questions that you are being asked frequently that I could 
help with? 
Would it be useful to post FAQs and answers on the lnfoPage? 
What topics should I cover in the BB sessions? Closeout times and dates? 
Special Pay Issues? Roles and Responsibilities In PPL? Etc •... 
Since HRLob Is now the system that encompasses Human Resources, 
Payroll and Timekeeping, (FPPS, PeoplePlus, Employee Express, 
Datamart) would It be helpful to have combined BB sessions with Finance 
and HR to answer your questlons? 

~lease send me any feedback you have by Monday, Nov 3rd. 

OMP·213 
Seattle, WA 98101 

~ 
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From: 
Subject: 

- ~ 
RE: Summary of Debt Collection/Leave Bank issues 

Date: December 16, 2014 1:38:52 PM PST 
To:- ~ 

l know. I just want to be as clear as possible so they don't come back for more 
proof or some runaround that they are confused. 

Documentation that awarded you the leave should be sufficient .. OCFO/l8C 
should know where you tried to take It since they have access to PP+ records. If 
you could provide a listing just for their reference so they could check it (here are 
the days I tried to take the awarded leave)- that might help the a bit. 

-----Original Messaae-----
From:, _ ~ 
Sent: Tuesday, December 16,2014 1:37PM 
To: 
Subject: Re: Summary of Debt Collection/Leave Bank issues 

Do you need all the supporting documentation attached? I hope notl Boy, this 
hasn•t been fun; dredging up all sorts of bad memories. 
Thanks for your help. 

On Dec 16, 2014, at 12;53 PM: 

l think all the OCFO and IBC can expect from you at this point Is a summary of 
'here Is what I did, which I was told to do, here Is proof I was granted the time, 
and if you see my records, I took It here, here, here, and that should have been 
the end of the story'. 

What a pain. You're not alone, this already happened tc ~ 
Someone high up at OCFO made the executive decision that they wouldn't 
send corrections to IBC for awhile because they were backlogged, but it 
somehow didn't occur to them that in a minority of cases it would have real 
repercussions in terms of collection notices. 

-----Original Message-----
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From: .. --······-~Yo.;--···---····-·· 
Sent: Tuesday, December 16, 2014 12:47 PM 
To:·· ~ 
Subject: summary of Debt Collection/Leave Bank issues 

~working on this and will have something to you tomorrow. Let me 

I know how detailed it needs to be .... l'm currently just hitting the high points. 
Thanks ~/) /h JU 

-~ 
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ll . " . , 

December 16, 2014 

To: ~ t. EP~ Regfon 10 
From: ~ 

Re: Leave Bank Issues and EPA Bill for Collection 15P032 

A~nlkatfon for Leave Bank was filed on August 26, 2014, with a letter from 
, stating that I was suffering from acute depression and unable to 

concen te for an extended perJod oftfme. This application was forwarded to EPA 
HQ on September 2 •. 2014. Thfs applfcatton was accepted september 12, 2014. An 
e-mail frorr J}J/.IUJ1~ stated that 1 became eligible for using leave bank 
hours starting o'j;A\lg'lst24, 2014. 

My timesheet for PP19 shows that leave bank hours began being used August 28, 
2014. Leave Bank hours were used until my retirement on September 30, 2014. 

Debt Collection Proceedings: 

In October, I received a Debt Collection Bill from Department of the Interior for 
$211.10 for money received folloWing my separation from the Agency. The btU 
gtves my separation date as September 6, 2014. There are two Incorrect 
assumptions fn thts 001 Debt ColJectfon Bfll. First I did not separate from the 
Agency until September 30, 2014. Second, I was authorized to use leave bank hours 
starting August 24, 2014 as my annual and sick leave had run out 

Upon recefpt of the Debt Collection Bill I contacted my t:imekeeper0 1/-/) 
11

, /lLL · 
who coordinated with our PP+ Coordinator ~1/lf r P 

our HR Ualson. On October 23, 2014, I was a a Vised in a serles ~ t'_!ll!~at OCFO 
and HR were aware of the Debt Collection process problem. ~"f"'t rp advised 
th~~ ~a_!,~ ~''!ding further instructfonsg.alilndlcated she was working with 
~!Iff# in OCPO on the Issue. Aiardl\tlt I dld nothing further with the debt 

notice. 

On November 10, 2014, I received a letter from 001 indfc:atfng the debt had been 
referred to EPA Headquarters. Based on earlier communications about the Agency's 
awareness of these issues, I did nothing. 

Then, on December 14, 2014, I received a BUl for Collection from EPA's 
Bureau/Office for Remittance Payable ln the amount of$211.10. The Bill, 1SP032, 
was dated December 11, 2014. The due date for this bill Is December 27,2014. 

It appears that the lnc:orrect assumptions made by DOl were just carried forward 
into the EPA Bill for Collection. Based on the Blll it appears that no communication 
occurred withfn the Agency about the Issues related to Leave Bank and timekeeping 

28146 
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•' I .... 

On December 15, 2014, I contacted ~ __ • advising them 
that the Debt issue had not been resolved. 1 requested I prepare the 
above summary demonstrating that I was eligible for the Leave Bank during the 
timeframe the Debt supposedly occurred. 

J?t~:_~~~ed another Debt Collection Letter in Januarv. On~uarv 26. ~9;s. · · 
JC/f.D."(/1e' orwarded a copy of the letter to '{-(,P 

requesting information on how to resolve this Deb The message stated 
The principle Is based on an erroneous overpayment: the 
employee used Leave Bank hours granted by the Agency 
that the payroll system must not be accepting in error. 
There Is now a handling charge associated with the 
account that should not have been generated. 

On February 24, 2015, follom!l~ ~~ ..tecelpt of another Debt Collac:tion letter, I sent 
an e-mail dlrectly to ~ ~~ explaiE*!~~~tthe Debt was in error d and 
explained who r1rn Ill n/ . .:t should contact M£Yitfflr"' co resolve thfs Debt. On the 
same date I sent""YV~ .n to advise her that tne tssue has not been addressed. l 
received an autoreply 1n~acatlng at~was out of town until March 9th. 1nz nA, /Jt.t_ 
issues should be sent to ' to be addressed. l sent an e·mall to ~~~ F 
and did not receive a rep y. 

On March 20, 2015 I received another Debt collection notice from BPA. It was a 
form letter and dld not acknowledge any of my attempts to address this problem as 
described above. Meanwhile Interest is accruing and my patience is running out. 

-
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From: 
Subject: 

· 4~·--r-·~---
RE: Debt Collection Bill 

Date: December 1 a, 2014 8:28:53 AM PST 
To: 
Cc: 

--- -vit.t:AF~ 
"#•·--~---~ 

I~.""'-·· I-,. ..... ~.,-- .. -·---~-<' 

-~~~-..c_-
,.... ... -

~II 

Hi~ 
Do vou ha~rmation on the debt collection notice that was produced for 

See the conversation below. I'm assuming this Is another debt that needs to be 
administratively cleared, and your advice would be greatly appreciated on the 
best way to go about that. 

~can you please forward Michael the debt collection notice that was 
attached to the email J?8Jj_J sent you? 

Thanks for your quick attention to this. 

~ 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10 
1-lrr"""e ... c ..... -.··--- 'JnJt 

~1--b 
~ 

·"·--Original Message--.. 
From: 
Sent: Tuesdav ncf'lan'\hato i~ "Jn1A R•?? AM 

To:. __ -··-- ~fc, 
Cc. _. -. ___ -. . . .. . 
Subject: RE: Debt Collection Bill 
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___ ~Are you able to forward the attachment? I'm unsure of the context 
on this one. 

~ ·us-EPA Region 10 
Office of Reaional Counsel 

A~lf 
Seattle, ~f:t. 

---Orlalnal Me~~~9~~;;u 
From: ~~!Jo 
Sent· Tuesday, December 16,2014 7:51AM 
To: ---.. () ~; /)~. n'L 
Cc: . ~ ''-1 r:-p 
Subject: RE: Debt Collection Bill 
Importance: High 

Hello everyone, 

I was under the same belief as ~thought this was all taken care ofl 
What do we need to do at this point to correct the problem? 

- ~ 
Administrative Assistant I Management Analyst 
--- ~ 

:~~~le~ 
---Original Messaae----- r> IV/? rL t?t-t._ 

From: _ ~~ ~- . 
Sent: Tuesday, December 16,2014 7:46AM 
To: ~ 
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Subject: Debt Collection Bill 

Good morning Ladies. A , //Jh, --~-
Yesterday r received a Debt Collection notice from A/"{..P'lTl-P. __ _ in HQ for 
~_,1J.1.Q._ The document Is attached. I thought that this had been worked out and 
~as aware of the problem about the debt with DOl. I am wondering If 

you have any records that show I separated from the agenoy on Sept. 6, 2014. 
My understanding was that my leave bank kicked In by this time. My official 
retirement date was Sept. 30, 2014. 

f'lease n~~~-!,h,!; ~lmeframe for thlsls really short (debt due 12/27/2014); I will 
contact ..)V{£/Jtfrt;mYseff If you think that is best. 

Thank you, 
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From; fJJJ.tJJJJ ~ ~ 
Subject: He: oebt Collecllo~~~~~tA-f~. t :.. 

Oole: December 18, 2014 10:09:2G AM PAT 

6~~ -· -··-"' ~· ~ 
~ 

~ n ron.JJI-i.has separat•d and her tlmec:ard hours flnallltd.l believe h•rcollectlon lenarla bned on a timecard that hu blln linea 
~:'l:,,d (that should h•v• nullified the c:ollactlon). Stt the screenshot of the PP+ entrlt5 from PP19 btlow. It does not match what Is In 

the c:ollactlon letter (first attachment). 

Plca5e let me know whot ycu think. What Is the be5t w1y to move forward? 

Rt!IOI'Itd- 011 ar IIIIDII \Or11/JOt41t IOI a 11110/ Pl ....... 

~rut 01 CI\N>Vt '"'',.,_a ua 11 Dltt,.twv~v IJ:IIo 
ll .. ttNI .... I 1t1-t~ art nttUI.II'III ... 'Ma I hf* !Jilt' 1\JinDuOOft 

,• , ,. D. . .,.,., •. ,..J,,t,, ••l••t.1·~·)'''"',,~o~ .. ,,,. 

~ ~ -- ~-- ~ - ~ - - - ~ -- ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ -- - . 
r,,, 

''•"' tl•• lc, \.'"1 11u 111 \tl •,,, l~ro I•• \J,•I JP,. )u (11 ...,,,.,,!1~·•••1 \'•••I ,,,._,.,,1 
')"' •••• ',~ :1,'1 nJfl ''~'' tJ .H 1\",.1 •• , \t .,, a..,f •••• rl( '"'" .. ,.. , .. ,, •• 1~'1)11 lni11X 1'\qv~rtt ... h ..... ••o H 

21 ,~ ., ... v 4M~'''" 
~~r;II..W CtHtliJ"d 

·~ I 00 ..oulY .. oi!Oolt 

Ujf ~\'lUI L.e11U62td 

IUISCI<I,Y ... ~,.,. 
l'tntC htal fl<ll foW 

000 UO I~ 100 100 100 000 0~ ~JO eoO eoo ~OC!, I.C!f_ 0,00, IOOQ tODo 

Thanks aaaln for your consummate professionalism and hard work throuahout thl• endeavor and others. 

u.~er.tlon Aatncy, Raalon 10 
Human Resources Unit 

•••• .Qrl&lntl Meuue-· 
~rom 

Sent: Tuud1v. Dacemtler 11!. 2014 8:52AM 
Tc: 
Cc: ~ 
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... 

Subject: RE: Oebt Collection Bill 

~pldyou summarize? 

I don't want to confuse tha Issue. I thouaht tha dabt produced baause you had entered Leave lank hour~ In PP+ vou had been awarded 
by the Leave Bank Board, However, the s'(ltem did not raeoanlxt you had been awarded these hours and were entitled to take them, and 
thus the debt wu pi"CCd\lc:ed be~use thaayatem didn't realize those hot111 were your~ to take. 

~ 
u.:~. t:nvrronmental Protection Aa;anc:y, Realon 10 Hum1n flesoureu Unit 

~ 
·-Or!stnal Messale-­
From: to":; ''i~/j";,~ 
Senti , ~~~';16,2014 8-:46AM 

~~· Pf;~ 
subJ•~: ~~: oeDt t.:Ouearcm 11111 

Whan says Mshe thou1ht It had been worlcad out• who worked what out? Accord Ins tt ~'na debt b • velld debt. 

Plana advise If you know what was suppo11d to bt worlced out. 

Thanks, 

~ 
Ltlcl Financial SpaelaUst 
Payroll Manaaemant l Outreach Staff 
Office of Flnancl1l Services 
OffiCI! nhh" ,.._,_. ••~-- ~Ia I Offlcar 

~ 

~ort~·~~l u--··- -
From: 
senr. TUPtdav. l!l'ember 15, ::l01411:29 AM 

~~: ~ 
SubJect: RE: Debt Collection 8111 

~ 
Do you have more Information 011 the debt collection notice that was produeed for 

See the conversation below. I'm 1ssumln1 thiJ 11 anothar debt that need~ to beadmlnlsttatlvaly claared, and your advice would be srutly 
eppnrcllted an the best wav to ao about that. - ' /JUJ.A Pl:fo 
~you pleu.: forwar~ ~ tollactlon notice thltWIJ attllched to the emal' ~~~ntyou? 

Thanks for your quick attention to this, 
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..... 

U.S. Envtrcnml!ntal Protec:tlon Asency, R11lon 10 Human Ruource• Unit 

-ons~"~lu ... ~·.-; .-,, 61 _ ~ 
From: t. ~f11l lQ 

sent: Tua!dav. Oeeemblt 16. 20148:22 AM 

~ To: 
cc: ~ 
SubJect: RE: Debt Coll1ctlon AUI 

~re you able to forward the anaehment7 I'm unaure of the contelct on thl1 one. 

~ 
Actlns DeputY fteatonal Counsel 
USI!PA Re&lon 10 
nHI,.a ,.., D••'•··· ,. ______ , 

»fRhl}H 

-OrtRinal 
From 
Sant: 1 ueso~, u~uu,.,., 16, 2014 7:51AM 
To: /} {}/ 1J #1, /1l_., 
(C:'wn·~1 ~Vlj'l ,., 
Subject: R&l Debt Collec:tlol'l Bill 
lmportlnce: Htsh 

35146 

Hello everyone, 

1 was under the same bellaf • ~ousht thllwasell ttken cara afl WhJt do we need tv do et thlr point to corrac:t the problem? 

Admlnlstta~aement Analyst 

~ 
·~~ 
-Orf•'··-'"M~!IBI't!-~ 

From:~1 ·--
Sent: Tuesdav. Oa9mbar Hi. 014 7:46AM 
To: OJ. I f) lltt.-~-
Subleett Dabt ~ouectlon Biii ~ ' '-1""'- P 

Good mornlns Ladlu, IJ d /Jt/l •. a/.; 
'l'utarday 1 recelv•d ·~·bt ,. ec:tlon notiCiil from ~ Jlt:fT"'In HQ for $211.10. The document Is attached. 1 thousht thlt thll had 
been worted out •nd saware ofthe problem aoout tne debt with 001. lam wonderln&lfyou have any record• that show 1 
SIPintad frOm the aaenc:y n So pt. 8, 2014. My understandlna wu thlt my la•ve b•nk kicked In by this time. My offlclal retirement date 
Wll Sept, 50, 2014. 
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Aii**W -z.:a: . '·.' 
-..-· ._ ....... 

... - ..... , ., ., "' ·~ ....... _,., ... , .. ....... -
•• IIIII ... "' ... ... "' ., 

-........ 
~:,· r,:> .~··~ .• :~;~'"''";·"; ~· • =... .-•1'~~-.~; ·.~.·.:.~-..:,~•'' . . :~,'"-::_;··,~--';;~-:"'~~~~ 
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From: ... ~., 
Subject: RE: Summary of events for Leave Bank/Debt 

Date: December 17. 2014 10:58:48 M PST 
To: 

Hi again, 

OK, so Pm looking over the debt collection letter and I can't say that I'm making 
perfect sense of It myself. It's alleging that PP19 Is prompting the repayment- do 
you mind sending your timecard for that particular pay period? It's helpful to 
reference. 

The reason I say that Is when I look at the attachment, It seems to be saying that 
the AL and SL you had entered Is being yanked back (4 hours AL and 2 hours 
SL) because it was removed from the timecard. Leave Bank was entered as a 
replacement for regular hours, but it also reads as if you deleted the ANN LV and 
SCKLV that you were previously claiming, which may be prompting them to take 
the money back (because only 34.15 hours for that pay period were accounted 
for). 

Does that make sense? Again, looking at the PP+ you entered for PP19 will 
make that more clear. 

~~---Original Message--~--
Frorrr lf~JlAiJI-t_ ·· 
Sent: Wednesday, December 17~2o14 i'o':1o AM 
To: 
Subject: Re: Summary of events for Leave Bank/Debt 

I'm co~th sharing that Info. 

OnDec17,2014,at10:02AM ~ 
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I can send this and the Leave Bank approval letter; the summary includes your 
medical condition- just a check that you're comfortable with more parties seeing 
that Information than just myself. Let me know. 

~ 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10 Human Resources Unit 
-~ 

-~ 

-----Original Mes~a-~e,:;:-:_ _ .~ 
From: ~ Jt1-1Cl.,P · .... - .• 
Sent: WednesdaY, uecemoer 11, ~u I tot .:r."'tv rm1 

To:.~ 
Subject: Summary of events for Leave Sank/Debt 

~e attached the summary you requested. I will also forward you the 

I message containing the Leave Bank approval letter. Please let me know If I 
need to add anything else to this document. 
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From: -----···~ 
Subject: RE: Debt collection letter 

Date: January 26, 2015 9:30:43 AM PST 
To: ~··· 

,,, 

Cc: ~ 
-----------------------·--------------------~1~A~U~~~hm~e~n~t,~69~9~KB 

Hello' ~ 

Please let me know what actions need to be taken to cancel this debt of a retired 
Region 10 employee, _R).(~ · ·· ~attached collection letter). 

The principle is based on an erroneous overpayment: the employee used Leave 
Bank hours granted by the Agency that the payroll system must not be accepting 
In error. There Is now a handling charge associated with the account that should 
not have been generated. 

Thanks for your guidance on how a cancellation can be accomplished, 

--~· 

u.s. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10 
Human Resources Unit 

~p~ 
AP¥~ 

---Original Message--.. L 
Frorr· ~Th 
Sent: Monday. January 26, 201 5 6:28 Afn 
To· . . -~H,o 
Subject: Debt collection letter 

Good morning Ladies, 
It appears that the debt Issue has not be resolved as I received the attached 
letter this weekend. Should I contact ~ directly and tell her that 

--
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you are working on this or leave lt In your capable hands? Please let me know. 
Thanks 

~·· 

UNrTED STATES ENVIRONMENTAl PROTECTION AGENCY 
WAiHINOTON, D.C. 20o4SO 

JAN Z 0 1015 

O,~ICI 0' 
[).:ar ' ~ CHIEF 11HANCIAl O~~ICIII 

Our rocurc.l!!lndlc:nrc )'OUr nccour11 hzu• been out!ltandinu lor narn: thun 30 dnysnml iY dellnqul!n\. /\s 
indicolcd In your previous bill, numb~r 1520151'032 you ore indebted hl the ~nvlronmcntoll'rotcetlon A11cmcy 
tor S319.4S lor un O\'C:rpoytncnt, Plcl!S~ keep In mind you are now rcliponslblc for repayinlr} the adjusted amou111 
ofSJ04.20 plu11 uny naerur:d li:v11. Tho firs& nolltication ofyourdebrto tho A;uncy was ac:nt vie re;ulnr m1rilo11 
12111/14, This amount moy Include intcresl, handlfn&lllld penalty ehnr¥cs. PlcliSe moil your check or money 
nrd~:r pu~·ni'JI.: to: 

US UI'A Plnoru:lul Service• l)ivision 
Ollic\lur foinnnciul Scrvh:u~ 
Miacelhmcous ri:I:S 

Jl, 0. Bmc 979075 
Sl. l.oulll, MO 153197-9000 

Ph:u~c rcfcrenct:tht bill number obow. A 5umm;u:· ol'lhc amount due is sh~mn brlow: 

ACCilllott IJct~.:ription 
Bill Numhur 

Principl11 Amount 
lntc:rc:rt Chnrglo' 
Hundlin~.t C'hargl! 
Jl~o:nlllty C.~hurjlc 
AlllCIIlnt now due 

0\·crpaymc:nt 
1Sl015P03l 

J04.:!0 
O.lS 

15.00 
0,00 

31!.1.45 

PICIIIC: 110\C !hut dcllnqut.:nl doh\ may nlso be rcfcrn.:d 10 thll Deportment orT~asury for collection 
action. '11tc Dcpantnen\ ofTrcnsUf1' will mucn ndditlonolaarvlclng fcc 1o lhll' mnaunt ofo rc(ci'J'cd dobt. The 
DePArllncm ofTrc<~.Sury muy 11lso rcpct1 debt• to credit reponin1,1 u~,~enclc:s, rcfur debtJ to t:ollc:etion ngencios, 
oml ufliet the amCIIIOt lmm J.'cdcrol payments tg the dubtcr and 111kc oth~:r 11ctlons deemed necessary to eallec:t 
the fund~. 

lf'yuu huv..: nny q\rc:cliuns rc~:~nri..lin!! thiH nnticc, nlc:ulle canun:l Leoniec Sh.:WiU'I on (::!02) .'it\4-48 ll ur 
crnailut Stc\'m!,.l.!-'ll~~ 

Sincerely, 
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From: ~-~ 
Subject: FW: Another debt collection fetter 

Date: March 23, 2015 7:49:09 AM PDT 
To: 
Cc: 4~b 

Hellf -~ 

Would It be possible fo, - ~o make an appointment with you to 
discuss the cancellation of a debt that she has determined is erroneous? She is 
one of our several Leave Bank participants this year that has experienced 
hardships utilizing the program. 

~If you can share the documentation with ~wing the math as 
to leave that was awarded and used, I'm sure that will expedite the process. 

U.S~I Protecdon Agency, Region 10 
Human Resources Unit 

·~ 
··-~·-·····-·--PI/~ 
u-·Orlglnal Message---
From: -~~ 
Sent: Saturday, March 21, 20152!48 PM 
To·~ 
SubjeCt: Another debt collection letter 

~ve you heard anything about resolving this Issue? I received another 
debt letter with more Interest added on. It Is really unacceptable that this 
continues to go on without anyone from HQ responding. I appreciate aU of your 
work on this Issue. 
Please let me know what If you have heard anything or have any other Ideas 
about what I can do. 

Thanks 
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.-.. 

From: 
Subject: 

Date: 
To~ 
cc: 

-·~ 
uverpayment #152015P32 
February 24, 2015 2:03:26 PM PST 

~ 

43/46 

~I have been working with ..tJ 1/.P/J1Pfb -1e Region 10 HR Liaison, 
to address this issue since I received the flnatn~tificatlon. I am not aware that 1 
owe the government anything as the time the supposed debt occurred I was on 
Leaveeank a d subsequently left the agency. I would appreciate you working 
witt. 1

,
1 'to straighten this out as she has aU the reoords of my time, the 

approv I from the Leave Bank, etc. that should be necessary. 

It appears that this supposed debt first occurred when DOl was handling EPA's 
payroll and I was told that they did not know how to addres~ ~~~~v~ ~ank issues. 
Once it was transferred to EPA for collection, I contacted ~to get this 
addressed. I am uncertain why this hasn't been cleared up. 

Sincerely~ 



Apr-14-2015 12 03 PM CANTSPO 5093532547 44/46 

• • -. 'I; 

March 25, 2015 

To: ~ 
Prom: 

Re: Leave Bank Issues and BPA Bill for Collection 1SP032 
Sentvfa e .. maU 

This document outlines the ~~~~s ~~~ok to address this erroneous Debt Collection, 
following direction from ..q.p~ R10 HR Lfalson and the Instructions in the 
Debt Collection letters from Depamnent of the Interior and BPA. I have done 
everything requested, yet have not been able to get a resolution to this issue. 

Leave Bank 

I applied !q~ ~e ... ~eJ~Jy~Bank on August 26, 2014. The applfcatfon included a letter 
from ~ u.rr'f stating that I was suffering from acute depression and 
unable to concentrate for an extended period of time. This application was 
fotwarded to EPA HQ on September 2, 2014. Thfs a~l!sr~o~s accepted 
September 12, 2014. l received an e-mafl fron ...JqOJ<{:"JP stated that I 
became eligible for usfng leave bank. hours starting on August 24, 2014. 

My corrected tfmesheet for PP19 shows that leave bank hours began betn, used 
August 28, 2014. Leave Bank hours were used until my retirement on September 
30,2014. 

Debt Collection Proceedtnati 

In October, I received a Debt CollectJon BUI from Department of the Interior for 
$211.10 for money received followtng my separation from the Agency. The attached 
explanation showed the supposed overpayments occurred fn pay period 19 and 
were processed In pay pertod 21. timll of this Information matches any Leave and 
Barnlng Statements I have for pay periods 19 and 21. 

The bill gives my separation date as September 6, 2014. There are two Incorrect 
assumptions fn this DOl Debt Collection Blll. fir!t I did not separate from the 
Agency until September 30, 2014. Second. J was authorized to use leave bank hours 
starting August 24, 2014 as my annual and sick leave had run out. 

Upon receipt of the Debt Collection Bfll I contact~d my tl keepeJ · ~ 
who coordinated with our PP+ Coordinator,, 1nd · ~u-t,P 
our HR liaison. On October 23, 2014, 1 was advised in serl~s ~.f k"Ta~ that o~ru 
and HR were aware of the Debt Collectfo~.~r:,o9ns problem. ftAfK-JKf:1Jftl_ 1dvfsed 
th,; ])~~~ ~7')dfng further instructions~Jrt~n'dlcated she was work1ng with 
~~ tn OCFO on the issue. As a result I did nothing further with the debt 

notice. 

1 
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On November 10, 2014, I received a letter from DO! indicating the debt had been 
referred to EPA Headquarters. Based on earlier communications about the Agencys 
awareness of these issues, I did nothing. 

Then, on December 14, 2014, I received a But for Collection from EPA's 
BureaujOffice for Remittance Payable In the amount of $211.10. The Bill, 1SP032, 
was dated December 11,2014. The due date for this bill is December 27, 2014. If 
not paid by December 27, 2014, the amount would increase to $304.20 due to 
handling fees and interest accrual. 

lt appears that the incorrect assumptions made by DOl were just carried forward 
into the EPA Blll for Collection. Based on the Bllllt appears that no communication 
occurred within the Agency about the issues related to Leave Bank and timekeeping. 
which I know to be Inaccurate. 

On December 15, 2014, I contacted ~a,..~? ll .#PAA~advtstng them 
that the Debt issue had not been resolved. ~rec!ufst;Jt~~epare the 
above summary demonstrating that I was eligible for the Leave Bank during the 
timeframe the Debt supposedly occurred. This Information was sent to! ~/6 
on December 18, 2014. 

I received another Debt Collection Letter: ln January. I again contacted I /1 n/ /Jr. _,rrf.., 
On lann::tr'" ~6. 2015.1 fJ 1//Jndli.J forwarded a copy of the letter to l Jt..fPI/Df/fiff' 
~ nc ~wrs I' requesting Information on how to resolve this 

Debt The message stated: The principle Is based on an erroneous overpayment: 
the employee used Leave Bank hours granted by the Agency that the payroll 
system must not be accepting In error. There Is now a handling charge 
associated with the account that should not have been generated. 

On February 24, 2015, foJI~~~g ~,trecelpt of another Debt Collection letter, l sent 
an e-mail directly to c..qQ_ ~ )er ~! t~s~~tions in letter. I explained that 

, .~~e Q~bt was in error and explained to q.e7/llfiJ1lat she shoul~ ~r;,n;,~~~ 
~lt to resolve this Debt On the same date I sent an eNmall ~~'pto 

advisl.h~_r_wat the issue has not been addressed. 1 received an au tore ply indicating 
thJ~s out of town until March 9t11, Any Issues should b~~~;.n_,-;t t :dJo ~ 
~"f"T If' ; supervisor, to be addressed. I sent an e-mail to~.eyt" anu ........ 
not receive a reply. · · 

On March 20, 20151 received another Debt collection notice from EPA, which 
included interest and handling fees, bringing t e total debt to $349.95. This form 
letter did not acknowledge any o . Jr my atteppts t~~si~ress this 
problem as des5f}3!~.a~9~e. This le er was signed by: ~,who was 
contacted by ~lt.Jf/f1"about this erroneous debt back tn October 2014. 

l have attempted to follow all of the Instructions on how to address this Issue. I have 

2 



Apr-14-2015 12 03 PM CANTSPO 509353254 7 

Senator Maria Cantwell 
697 U.S. Court House 

W. 920 Riverside 
Spokane, VVA 99201 
509-353-2507 (phone) 

509-353-2547 (fax) 

FAX COVER SHEET 
Send to: EPA From: Bryan Raines 

Attention: Date: Aprill4, 2015 

Ms. Laura Vaught 

Office location: DC Office location: Spokane 

Fax number: 202~9.91 71~1.9 Phone number: 509-353-2507 
Fax number: 509-353-2547 
Email: bryan raines@cantwell.senate.gov 
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contacted . _ • ()J./ ~ ~- • who attempted numerous times to get the 
matter resolved. ({c~~;-~~,.9~~ce Stewart to discuss this issue and dfd not 
receive any response. jf~ndlcated I should send you this information per 
her e-mail to you and I on March 23, 2015. 

I have attached some of the letters referenced above along with the leave bank 
approval letter to this e-mail. Please have the courtesy to contact me at 253·797-
6303 (cell phone) to discuss resolution ofthtslssue. 

3 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHING fON 0 C 204GO 

\1r. Bryan Raines 
Constituent Service Representative 
U.S. Federal Court House 
920 West Riverside, Suite 697 
Spokane. Washington 99201 

Dear Mr. Raines: 

JUN 1 0 2015 
OrF ICE OF T' lc 

UHE' f!Ni\~C 1,\c 01 f ICER 

I am responding to a letter written by Senator Maria Cantwell. dated April 14. 2015. to Laur'1_Y~u~h!;,h 
~s1~o~i~Administratnr ft)r Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations, concernin-g'~~~~ /o 
~ltf['f constituent of the Senator. The employee was assessed a debt from our payroll provider, the 
Interior Business Center (lBC). in October 2014. The research by the Payroll Support Staff of the EPA 
into the deb! ~~~c%~ed the debt was an error. As a result. the debt has be)r ;;~u~~t;d to be deleted on 
behalf of J//(.VIA.f-"1'~ The debt recall number issued is R 1500042399. ~Af1'111 has been notified 
ofthc debt recall as well. 

Again. thank you for your letter. If you have further questions. please contact me or your staff may 
contact James Blizzard. in the EPA's Ofticc of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
h!iflardj~tl_nc..,Jf_cpa~'~' or (202) 564-1!195. 

Sincerely. 

c~~--
1Javid A. l3loom 
Acting Chief Financial Officer 

\nTerr.;;-t Address 1 URL, • http '1¥'\'w/1/ epa qc·~ 
Recyc!ed/Recyclable .. Pc,,..,lt?~1 'h't'"; ·lf'·Jt-1ablf' \) 1 Oasf"d lr~<.s on 1GC' P~-;~tco::s·~f''t-'' C"r·'~ fcsc:. 1.~.n 1 ·Y1ne free Rer.y~ 1ed Pdoer 
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The Honorable Gina McCarthy 
Admin ist rat or 
hwironmcnral Protect ion Agency 
1200 Pennsylvnnin Ave, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20460 

Dear Administrator McCarthy: 

May 12,2015 

•;,,, .1' 

Section 21 I (h)( I) of the Clean Air Act (CAA) restricts the Reid Vapor Pressure (R VP) of gnsolinc sold 
during summer months in the lJnitecl Slates to 9.0 pounds per square inch (psi) 1

• Tile CAA grants a one 
pound per square in w<Jiver for gasoline containing 10 percent ethanol. 2 

The EPA has consistently stated that the CAA only grants the one pound waiver for gasoline containing 
I 0 percent ethanol. Wh<.:n the EPA aulhoriz<.:d the introduction "of gasolin<.: that contains greater than I 0 
volume percent ethanol and no more than I 5 volume percent ethanol (E 15),''' it stated that "EP J\ 
interprets the 1.0 psi waiver in C/\A section 21l(h) as being limited to gasoline-ethanol blends that 
contain I Ovol% cthanol." 1 In January 20 II, the EPA reaffirmed its interpretation stating that "EPA has 
historically implemented C/\1\ section 211(h)(4) through 40 CFR 80.27(d), which provides that gasoline­
ethanol blends that contain at least 9vol% ethanol and not more than I Ovol% ethanol qualify for the 1.0 
psi waiver ofthc applicable RVP standard."' 

When the EPA authorized the introduction of E I 5 into the nHuketplace it worked closely with the 
Renewable Fuels Association (Rf A) on regulatory issues and a strategy to mitigate the possibility of 
misf'ueling. The agency provided spccitic conditions that the RFA has compiled into the "El 5 Retailer 
Handbook," which the EPA provides a link to on its website. TheE I 5 Retailer Handbook stntes that 
"E 15 may not exceed a maximum R VP of 9.0 psi during the summer volatility seasons (June !-September 
IS). It also addresses misfueling concerns by providing a photo of the EPA approved El5 label nnd states 
that "the EPA encouraged industry to develop a public outreach and education program."6 

Despite these statements from the EPA and the Rr A, some retailers have relabeled their E I 5 Jllllllps as 
llcx-fucl during the summer months to avoid abiding by EPA's interpretation of the CAA's RVP limits.

7 

''12 t:.s.c. * 75·15lh)( r ). 
2 42 lJ.S.C. ~ 75,1S(h)(•l). 
·' 75 Federal Regisler 68094 
·• 7 S Federal Register li81 ,19 
~ 76 r:edcral Register 4li75 
~ l!!!Jllfttl)anolrfa. Jccln.nct/<17 f6b590dcc02 54 053 _nam62w7 fl. pdf 
1 

Jessen, If oily. "E 15 Supporters Speak Up." L'llwnvl Producer Magazine August 5, 20 13 
ffiip://clll!ti!Q]procluccr.com/blog/articlc/20 13/08/c 15-supporlcrs-spcilk-up (accessed May 7. 20 1.2} 



The EPA elassi fies E 15 as gasoline. Retnilcrs, however, have place<l lnbcls on their pumps that state that 
El5 is not gasoline (sec photo 1). These arc not the EPA's approved El5 label (see photo 2 for EI'A 
aJ>proved E I 5 label) that the RF A has made available ti·cc of charge to E 15 marketcrs.8 

Given these facts, plensc nddrcss the following questions by June I, 2015: 

• Is it legal to sell, dispense, supply, otTer for supply, trnnsport, or introduce into commerce 
gasoline with an RVP in excess of 9.0 psi during summer volatility se11sons (June !-September 
15) in the 48 contiguous slates? 

• Is thr Rr A "E 15 Retniler llnndbook" correct that the EPA requires E 15 pumps to have an EPA 
approved label? 

o Photo evidence suggests thnt rct!liler~ are using 1111 unapproved label forE 15 pumps. Docs Photo 
I or Photo 2 show the EPA approved E 15 label? 

o Docs the EPA know who provided theE 15 lnbel to retnilers shown in Photo I? 
o Could these signs be confusing to consumers and lead to misfueling? 
• How will the EPA address the potential for misfueling? 
• Docs the Clean Air Act authorize n 1.0 psi RVP waiver for gasoline containing more than I 0 

percent ethanol? 
• Has the EPA provided a waiver 1.0 psi RVP waiver lor E15? 
• How is EPA enforcing the federal El5 pump label? 

o I low is EPA enforcing E IS's summer RVP? 

8 D!Jll~lL~t[E!I!Ql!l}l.3cdn.nct/d7 f6b590dcc07 .. ~4_92l.JJ111ll62w7 fl.pdf 



Photo I. 

Use only in 
• 2001 and newer passenger vehicles 
• Flex-fuel vehicles 

Don't use In other vehicles, boats or 
gasoline-powered equlpmenllt may cause 
damage and Is prohibited by Federal law. 

Photo 2. 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON. DC 20460 

Th~ llonorahlc F . .I ames Scns~nbrcnnl·r . .Jr. 
l '.S. llous~ of Rqw~s~ntatin:s 
\\'ashington. D.C. 20515-4905 

I kar Congr~ssman Scnscnorl·nn~r: 

Jlll - 2 20~5 

Thank you ltlr your May 12. 2015. lctt~r to ,\dministrator (I ina \kCarthy regarding the l '.S. 
Lm1ronmcntal Protection Agency's administration ofSeetion ::!ll(h)( I) ofthe Clean Air :\ct 
( C'Ai\) restricting the Reid Vapor f>rl'ssurc ( RVP) of gasoline sold during the summl·r months in 
the l nitcd States. \\'c appn:ciatcd your questions and concerns regarding this S~ction of the 
CAl\ as it appli~s toE 15. and we arc acti\d) f(lllowing up on addr~ssing them. The 
Administrator has asked me to respond on her hdwl r. 

As an initial point. gasoline must meet the applicable seasonal and geographic rl·quirl·mcnts for 
RVP during the summer volatility season. Specifically. gasoline introduced into commcrc~ 
during thl' summer ozone season may not cxcl'cd thc mon: string~nt of thc applicahlc R VP 
standards Sl't li.1rth at -W CFR S0.::!7(a)(::!). or any applicahl~ RVP -;tandard in a kd~rally 
appnncd state implcm~ntation plan. As you noted in your letter. th~ CAA in Section ::!ll(h)(..f) 
grants a 1.0 pound p~r square inch (psi l \\ai\w l(.lr gasolin~ containing I 0 percent ethanol from 
the applicahl~ RVP standard during th~ summ~r months (.lunc I S~ptcmh~r 15 at r~tail). Th~ 
Agency has consistently construed this pro\ ision as not authorizing a 1.0 psi RVP \\aiYcr f(lr 
gasoline containing more than I 0 pcrc~nt dhanol. Till' 1:15 wain.·r decisions also limit the RVP 
of E 15 to 9.0 psi during the summcrtim~. Th~ RVP standard lllr E 15 is ~n fon.:~ablc in th~ same 
manner as all othL·r FPA standards for gasolinl'. 

In n:gards to labeling on pumps. of th~ photos you pro\ itkd. "Photo T shows the t-:1' A-appro,·cd 
1·15 lahd. Th~ F 15 i'vlisfuclin!; Mitigation Rule and the misfuding mitigation conditions in thl· 
115 \\ai\er decisions r~quirc that F15 sold fi.u· usc in I\ lode! 'y'~ar Uvl't') ::!001 and nc\\cr light­
duty gasol in~ ,·~hicks ( comnwnly rdi.:rr~d to as passenger 'chides and '' h ich inc ludc cars. 
mini\ans. and most pick-up trucks) must usc till' El',\-apprm·~d 1:15 lahcl. Retailers should 
clearly difli.:rcntiatc h~t\\l'Cn fud sold for us~ in Flc\ihlc Fuel Vehicl~s (I·TVs) and fu~l sold l(lr 
usc in other \chicles. ~ngincs. and ~quipm~nt. 

I he EP t\ us~s industry-funded sun qs conduct~d b) an indcpcndcnt party to monitor 
c~,mplianc~ with th~ EPA E 15 lahding requirements. 'I hcsc surveys arc rl·quired under the J-:1':\ 
r~gulations and as a condition to thc introduction of E 15 into commcrcc for usc in ~vi Y 200 I and 
n~wcr com ~ntional \·chicles und~r thl· E 15 waivers. The EPA monitors the survey data and. as 



..;tatt..:d in the 1·. I:" misfucling mitigation ruk. may pursut..: rutun: misfuding mitigation mrasur~..:s i I 
\\iliTantrd. The FPJ\ u111tinues to cncouragt..: allmembrrs of the fuds industr~ to constructi\'d~ 
\\urk togt..:ther through tht..: 1: I 5 hlucatiun and Outrt..:ach Cnalition (http: "''"·t.:l5fu~..:l.org) to 
inpnnt..: consum~..:r ll\\arcn~..:ss and reduce the likdihood 11f misfuding . 

.:\gain. thanf.\ you li.ll· your lcller. If you have rurthcr questions. please contact me or) our start 
rr,a~ call Patricia !Iaman in I·:PA's Ortit:L' oi'Congrcssional and lntcrgmcrnmental Relations at 
C02 \ 56-I-2X0(l. 

Sincerely. 

Janel (i. \h:Cabc 
:\ding Assistant .\drninistrator 
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~asqington, ~.QI. 20515 

The Honorable Gina McCarthy 
Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20460 

Dear Administrator McCarthy: 

April 15,2015 

We arc writing to share our concerns with the E11vironmental Protection Agency's (EPA) proposed rule entifled 
'·Carbon Pollution Emission Guidelines for Existing Stationary Sources: Electric Utility Generating Units," and the 
potential impact on Wisconsin's citizens and utilities. 

Since 2000, Wisconsin utilities and customers have spent $11 billion to improve the state's carbon dioxide (C02) 

emissions, add environmental controls and upgrade infrastructure to improve reliability. The Public Service 
Commission of Wisconsin estimates that the EPA's plan will cost the utilities an additional $3 to $13.4 billion. This 
cost estimate does not take into account electric transmission and natural gas infrastructure upgrades that may be 
required for compliance. 

The EPA's proposal does not provide credit for the significant C02 reductions that Wisconsin utilities undertook. 
Wisconsin utilities reduced C02 emissions by more than 15 percent for the 2005 to 2012 period. However, EPA's 
proposal would require our State to use a 2012 baseline and eliminate any credit for early efforts to reduce C02 

emissions. Using the 2012 baseline will discourage proactive efforts that Wisconsin's companies undertook. At a 
minimum, a multi-year baseline should be adopted. 

Your proposed interim emission reduction goal may result in reliability issues and impact customer rates. States 
would have until2030 to comply with final emission goals, but the EPA's interim target would require Wisconsin to 
be more than 87 percent of the way toward its final goal during the decade beginning in 2020. Furthermore, 
Wisconsin may only have six months between the approval ofthe State's plan and the beginningofthe interim 
compliance period, since the plan may not be approved by the EPA until the middle of 2019. The result will be 
excessive emission reductions in the course of less than a year that could threaten the reliability of the electric system 
and increase customer costs. 

We would like you to reply to our letter and address our concerns by May 1, 2015. 
this letter. 

F. James Sensenbrenner Jr. Ron Kind Paul n 

Z'o~ss MemberP.~~,;;]?J>fJS;vp 
Gw~ 4,uffy Reid Ribble 
Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress 

~YJ,~ 
Glenn Grothman 
Member of Congress 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED AAPER ....... 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

JUN 1 0 2015 

The Honorable F. James Sensenbrenner, Jr. 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Sensenbrenner: 

OFFICE OF 
AIR AND RADIATION 

Thank you for your letter of April 15,2015, to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator 
Gina McCarthy regarding the Clean Power Plan for existing power plants that was signed by the 
Administrator on June 2, 2014, and published in the Federal Register on June 18, 2014. The 
Administrator asked that I respond on her behalf. 

Climate change induced by human activities is one of the greatest challenges of our time. It already 
threatens human health and welfare and our economic well-being, and if left unchecked, it will have 
devastating impacts on the United States and the planet. Power plants are the largest source of carbon 
dioxide emissions in the United States, accounting for roughly one-third of all domestic greenhouse gas 
emissions. The proposed Clean Power Plan builds on what states, cities and businesses around the 
country are already doing to reduce carbon pollution and establishes a flexible process for states to 
develop plans to reduce carbon dioxide that meet their needs. We have placed your comments in the 
docket for this ruiemaking. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Josh Lewis in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
lewis.josh@epa.gov or at (202) 564-2095. 

Sincerely, 

Janet G. McCabe 
Acting Assistant Administrator 

Internet Address (URL) • http://www.epa gov 
Recycled/Recyclable • Printed w1th Vegetable Oil Based Inks on 100% Postconsumer, Process Chlonne Free Recycled Paper 
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The llonorable Gina McCanhy 
A elm in istrator 
Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, D.C. 20460 

Dear Administrator McCarthy: 
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Thank you lt11' appearing beti.m; the House Science Committee on July 9 and the EPA's reply to my letter 
on .July 2. I appreci<He your willingness to listen to my concerns and address them. 

Acting Assistant Administrator McCabe'!> n:sponse to rny kttcr regarding Reid Vapor Pressure (RVP) 
and the Clean Air Act (CAA) left some questions unanswered and raised new ones. 

I would like you to address the following questions. 

• lt is legal to relabel L:-15 as tlcx ti.1el? 
• Is it k:gal to sell E-15 as tlex fuel'' 
• l fit is i !legal to scllllr label E-1 5 as tlcx fuel, how and when will the EPA inform rctai lers that it 

is illegal? 
• flow will the EPA t.:nforce the E-15 Misfucling Mitigation Rule, RVP violations and related CAA 

provisions') 

I >vould also like nwre information regarding the ·'industry-funded surveys conducted by an independent 
party to monitor compliance with EPA E-15 labeling requirements.'' 

• I lave industry-funded surveys found retailers relabeling E-15 as flex fuel? 
• How long has EPA used industry-funded surveys to monitor compliance the E-15 Misfue1ing 

Mitigation Rule and pump labeling requirements? 
o Please provide all survey results to me with your reply to this letter. 

• Which independent party, or parties, monitored compliance with the EPA E-15 labeling 
requirements for each year the EPA used the industry-fumkd surveys? 

to tl ·s letter and documl!nt request by August 19, 2015. Thank you for your 
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llmtn1 5tJrrs Srn~1tr 

!111.: llonurabk .Janet ~·kCabc 
,\cling. ·\ssis\ant Administrator 
Onicc or Air & Radiation 

.lui) 10,~01) 

ll.S. Lnvironm~:ntal Protection Agency 
1200 PL·nnsyh·ania :\\·cnue. :-.J.W. 
Washington. D.C. :20460 

l{c: l\ationnl Emission Standards fm· Hazardous Air Pollutnnts: Ferroalloys 
Production 
Docket No. EPA-IIQ-OAR-201 O-OX95 

Dear ;\ssi~tant i\Jministrator f>.·h:Cabc: 

\\\:\\filL: to t\JIIo\\ up Lo our prior meetings and <.:untacts during ''hich we dis<.:ussed the 
hl\ imnmcmal Protection Agency's rule entitled. ":-.latiunall:mission Standards lor llazardous 
Air Pollutants: l·t-rroalloys ProJuction'' ("the final rulc'')(76 FR 7250X). I·:PA finalized the rule 
on \lay 2R. 2U15. \Vc rcitcr:llc the importance ot'coorcrativc di:tlogue among the Agency and 
stakehokkrs tu cnsurl' that thL· rule is technically and financially l'casibk lor the impaded 
co1npanks. Eramct Marietta and 1:clman Production. 

J·:P,\ committed tn develop a n:asonablc rule that drin~s emironmental impron:ment in a manner 
that the companies .:an comply \\'ith sensible investment. You assured us ot'thc :\gcney's I.'ITorts 
to hunor that ~.:ummitmcnt and that the agency recogni1cs the significant labor and defense 
implications l)f the proposal should tcdmical n:quiremcnts rl·nJ.:r continuing operation in the 
l nitl·d States infeasible. You also reported that the data and allcrnati\CS offered by tht: 
Clllllpanit·s \\<IS helpful to the L:PA in dcq:loping the tina! ruk. 

We appreciate l·:P,\ ·s el't'orts to take a balatKcJ approach to the tina! rule. but we arc concerned 
that the two-year compliance peril)d may make it impossible f(Jr ou; constituent <:ompanies to 
make the necessary investments to meet the required standards. (iiven the extensive proccss 
undertaken by lmth FP !\ and the companies to aehic,·c a hal anced rule. it would be extremely 
disappointing i r the companies arc l'orced to stllp operating because they lacked the time and/or 
resources to implement new emissions controls within the timcframc in the tina! rule. 

We bel ievc that the final rule should be considen:d a major regulation under the Congressional 
Re\ icw i\ct because o I' its impact on "the <1bi I it y o t' lin i ted St<llcs-based enterprises to compete 
\\'ith l(m:ign-based cntcrprisL's in dumcstic and export markets." \'et: 5 U.S.C. 80~(2)(Cl. Such a 
dcsignat illll would have the incidental bcnclit or a longer cf'fl:di'e eompliancc period. More 
important!>. <.'\en i!'th<.' tirwl ruk 1s not designated as a m<rjm regulation. \\C \\Ould ask that you 
gi' e r·ull consideration to pnl\ iJing a llmger compliance pl·riod thwugh a consent decree or other 
proccdur;llm .. ·chanism. ll11~ \\UUid lllake sure that the hard work ill\ <.'sted b.Y the companies and 



the EPA will n:sull in both continued operations at the two companies and the emission 
reductions sought by the tina! rule. 

We want to ensure that the months of valuable, cooperative communication among the EPA, 
Eramet Ntarietta anJ Felman Production wen: not misspent. We reemphasize the importance of 
an inclusive dialogue to produce a rule: that benefits all Americans without sacrificing the 
important comribution these companies make to communities in our states and to our 
canst i tuents. 

Sincerelv. ...- · ) .. 

• // / ,/l'/ ./.. 

~-~~ Cy.:~/~ ~--
Shelley :'vltHll"l' Capito .foe \lanchin Ill{ 
t.·nited States ScnaiLll" United States Sc~ur 

_17n(t~~ 
r~·~t!nan 
l."nited Stall'S Senator 

/) 

~1glill) 
h~m II. .lcnki~ 
f\kmbcr of Congress 

Sherwd Hro\\"n 
Lnited States Senator 

/J~ .. Y.. 
~oPney 

1\-lcrnhcr of Congress 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Rob Portman 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Portman: 

SEP 0 3 2015 

OFFICE OF 
AIR AND RADIATION 

Thank you for your letter of July I 0, 2015, regarding the National Emission Standards for Hazardous 
Air Pollutants: Ferroalloys Production final rule that was signed by the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency Administrator Gina McCarthy on May 28, 2015 and published in the Federal Register on June 
30, 2015. 

I appreciate the detailed points raised in your letter. We understand that the two ferroalloys production 
facilities, Eramet Marietta and Felman Production, will need a considerable amount of time to install 
controls to comply with the standards. Therefore, in the final rule we provided the maximum time of two 
years allowed under section 112(t) of the Clean Air Act for the facilities to comply with the rule. 
However, we are aware one or both facilities might need more than two years to achieve full 
compliance. Therefore, we are discussing this issue with other EPA Offices, including the Office of 
General Counsel and Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance, to explore options to provide a 
longer compliance period. 

Additionally, in your letter, you suggest that the final rule should be considered a major regulation under 
the Congressional Review Act (CRA). According to the CRA, the Administrator of the Office of 
Information and Regulatory Affairs in the Otlice of Management and Budget determines major rule 
status based on finding a rule results in or is likely to result in certain statutory criteria being met [5 USC 
804(2)], including if the rule would have significant adverse impacts on the ability of United States­
based enterprises to compete with foreign-based enterprises in domestic and export markets. After 
extensive work with both atTected entities, we believe the current rule will not result in 
significant adverse effects on the ability of Eramet Marietta and Felman Production to compete with 
foreign-based enterprises in the domestic and export markets. 

We greatly appreciate all the input we have received during the rulemaking process from the public, the 
states, industry stakeholders, environmental groups, elected officials and many others on the various 
issues. We considered all the input we received in developing the tina! rule. 
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Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Kevin Bailey in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
bailey.kevinj@epa.gov or at (202)-564-2998. 

Sincerely, 

Janet G. McCabe 
Acting Assistant Administrator 



O!ntt~lrC~Hi of tJ1e l!lnifcll §tafC~1 
l!Insl1ingflltt, DC!r 2l151:3 

The Honorable Kathryn D. Sullivan 
Administrator 

August 3, 2015 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
Herbert C. Hoover Building, Room 6811 
141

h Street & Constitution Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20230 

Brigadier General Richard G. Kaiser 
Division Commander 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
Great Lakes and Ohio River Division 
550 Main Street, Room I 0524 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202-3222 

The Honorable Susan Hedman 
Regional Administrator 
U.S. EPA Region 5 
Ralph Metcalfe Federal Building 
77 West Jackson Blvd. 
Chicago, Illinois 60604 

Dear Administrator Sullivan, Administrator Hedman, and Brigadier General Kaiser; 

We are writing in regards to the elevated public health advisory issued by Ohio public health 
ofTicials for Grand Lake St. Marys in Celina, Ohio. We ask that the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), U.S. EPA, and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers provide 
assistance to Governor Kasich and the respective Ohio agencies as they work to improve the 
water quality and safety of Grand Lake St. Marys. 

On Tuesday, July 28, 2015, Ohio public health officials elevated the public health advisory for 
Grand Lake St. Marys that had been posted in early June. The elevated advisory was a result of 
increased levels of microcystin in the lake and reports from a local health department that an 
individual had fallen ill after recreating on the Jake. Signs have been posted at Grand Lake St. 
Marys encouraging visitors to avoid and limit exposure to the lake, as svvallowing, breathing in, 
or touching water containing high levels ofmicrocystin can cause serious illness. 

The presence of harmful cyanotoxins continues to be a problem for Ohio, as record heavy 
rainfall this spring and summer has put freshwater bodies such as Lake Erie and Grand Lake St. 
Marys at increased risk. The water crisis which disrupted the water supply of roughly 500,000 
people in Toledo last August highlights the need to protect our freshwater bodies from high 
microcystin levels, which has dramatic impacts on public health, tourism, and the local economy. 

We continue to be supportive of the efforts of Ohio agencies to monitor the water quality of 
areas susceptible to high microcystin levels, and we ask your assistance in addressing the 
elevated public health advisory recently posted at Grand Lake St. Marys. 



Thank you for your consideration of our request. We look forward to your response. 

Sincerely. 

~~ab--
Robert E. Latta 

U.S. Senator Member of Congress 

cc: John R. Kasich, Governor of Ohio 
Craig Butler, Director, Ohio Environmental Protection Agency 



United States Environmental Protection Agency 
Regional Administrator 

The Honorable Rob Portman 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Portman: 

Region 5 
77-West Jackson Boulevard 

Chicago, IL 60604-3590 

SEP 0 1 2015 

Thank you for your August 3, 2015 letter regarding ham1ful algal blooms and high microcystin 
levels in Grand Lake St. 1\1arys. 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is supporting state and local efforts to address the 
nutrient-related issues that drive harmful algal blooms and m.icrocystin outbreaks in Grand Lake 
St. Marys. For example, EPA provided Clean Water Act Section 319 funding ($2.6 million) to 
the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency for projects to improve water quality in Grand Lake 
St. Marys- including in~ lake treatment and projects to promote agricultural practices that reduce 

__ nmoff EPA _v.:ilLcontirmeJo_supporuhe __ Oru o. Environmental ProtectionAgenC)':s_targeted_use ____ _ 
of Section 319 funding to improve water quality in Grand Lake St. Marys. 

\\'bile EPA-funded actiYities have helped to reduce nutrient loading to Grand Lake St. Marys, 
problems persist. M&•u:e applied as fertilizer continues w be a major source of excess nutrients 
and tile drainage in tbe watershed provides a ready pathway for those nutrients to reach the lake. 
Further progress to restore Grand Lake St. Marys will require widespread implementation of 
agricultural best practices and significant additional efforts -- such as large-scale treatment 
systems to remove pollutants from tributaries that discharge to the Jake. 

Again, thank you for y0ur Jetter. If you have fu:-t.ber questio:lS, pleR5e contact me or your staff 
may contact Ronna Beckmann or Denise Fortin, the Regior1 5 Congressional Liaisons, at 
312-886-3000. 

Sincerely, 

Susan Hedman 
Regional Administrator 



Gtnngress nf tlfe lllniteb •tates 
lllasfJington, lot 20515 

April14, 2015 

The Honorable Gina McCarthy 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Administrator 1101A 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20460 I 

Dear Administrator McCarthy: J 

We write to you today to inquire into the status of the Consent Decree in United States v. Lake Michij_n 
Trans-Lake Shortcut, Inc., d/b/a Lake Michigan Carferry Service and S.S. Badger, Civil Action No. 1! 
00317 (W.D. Mich. entered into Oct. 10, 2013). Given the upcoming compliance deadline specified in 
this Consent Decree, we believe it is important that we preserve the environmental quality of Lake 
Michigan by ensuring that coal-ash is no longer discharged into its waters. 

As you know, the Consent Decree entered into by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and t 
Lake Michigan Carferry (LMC), the S.S. Badger's owners, requires that the S.S. Badger cease 
discharging coal-ash into Lake Michigan by the start of this operating season. A review of the 

1 

correspondence between the LMC and your agency, as well as the compliance documents submitted by 
the LMC, indicates that certain milestones specified in the Consent Decree may have been missed or 1 

misinterpreted. This raises concern that the deadline for the S.S. Badger to stop discharging coal ash ntaY 
also be missed and result in an extension that allows for another operating season involving the disc~ge 
of coal-ash into Lake Michigan. Accordingly, we respectfully ask that you provide us with an update n 
the status of the S.S. Badger's compliance efforts and the EPA's plan for responding to any requests t; r 
an extension should the S.S. Badger be unable to meet its upcoming deadline. * 
In addition to our water quality concerns, we would also. like to inquire whether the EPA has conduct 
an analysis to determine whether the S.S. Badger's air emissions are compliant with the Clean Air Act 
Given that the combustion systems of the S.S. Badger may be reconfigured, it is critical that the EPA · 
consider the potential effects on the air quality of the region. 1 

As the 2015 operating season is likely to start in May, we respectfully ask that you provide us with thi. 
information as soon as possible. Thank you for your consideration and please contact Shawn Kimmel i 
(shawn.kimmel@mail.house.gov) on the staff of Congressman Lipinski and Alexandra Vecchio i 
(Alexandra.Vecchio@mail.house.gov) on the staff of Congressman Quigley should you have any 
questions. 

Sincerely, 

akJl~~ 
DAN LIPINSKI ~u!:~ 
Member of Congress Member of Congress 

PAINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 
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United States Environmental Protection Agencfl 
1 

, /S. . OOO . \(, .~t; { 
Regional Administrator f\ ~ 

The Honorable Daniel Lipinski 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Lipinski: 

Region 5 
77 West Jackson Boulevard 

Chicago, IL 60604-3590 

MAY 1 9 2015 

Thank you for your April 14, 2015letter regarding the consent decree in United States of 
America v. Lake Michigan Trans-Lake Shortcut, Inc., d/b/a Lake Michigan CmfenJ' (LMC), of 
Ludington, Michigan. 

Following an inspection of the S.S. Badger with the U.S. Coast Guard last week, the U.S. 
Envir01m1ental Protection Agency confirmed that LMC has taken all the steps necessary to 
permanently stop the discharge of coal ash into Lake Michigan. LMC's elimination of coal ash 
discharge was the result of a Clean Water Act enforcement action taken by EPA in September 
2013 to ensure compliance with the water quality standard for mercury. 

EPA's inspector confirmed that the S.S. Badger's mechanism to discharge coal ash has been 
removed and replaced with a system to retain coal ash. The new system will transport ash from 
the ship's fom boilers to four retention bins on the car deck. 

EPA required LMC to eliminate the discharge of coal ash into Lake Michigan by the end of the 
2014 sailing season. EPA also required LMC to reduce its coal ash discharge in 2013 and 2014 
and to pay a $25,000 civil penalty for a 2012 violation of the mercury water quality standard. 

Regarding air quality, EPA has conducted a regulatory analysis and determined that the S.S. 
Badger appears to be in compliance with Clean Air Act requirements. Regardless, EPA has 
provided information to LMC about the installation and operation of cleaner diesel or 
altematively-fueled engines on the S.S. Badger. 

Again, thank you for your Jetter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff 
may contact Ronna Beckmann or Denise Fortin, the Region 5 Congressional Liaisons, at (312) 
886-3000. 

Sincerely, 

Susan Hedman 
Regional Administrator 
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The Honorable Gina McCarthy 
Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of tht: Administrator II 0 I A 
1200 Pennsylvania A venue NW 
Washington, D.C. 20460 

July 15,2015 

The Honorable Susan Hedman 
Region 5 Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency 
77 West Jackson Boulevard 
Chicago, IL 60604 

Dear Administrator McCarthy and Regional Administrator Hedman: 

We have a long standing interest in the protection of the Great Lakes as well as regional air 
quality, and as such have followed the case of the S.S. Badger closely. As such we write to you 
today to request further clarification as to whether the S.S. Badger is in compliance with the 
Clean Air Act (CAA). Given the language used in your response to our letter dated April 14th, 
darification would be greatly appreciated in determining whether further action is necessary to 
protect the air of the Great Lakes region. 

In your letter dated May 19111
, you indicated that the Fnvironmcntal Protection Agency (EPA) 

''has conducted a regulatory analysis and determined that the S.S. Badger appears to he in 
compliance with Clean Air Act requirements.'' However, upon further discussion \\iith EPA, it 
was revealed that the S.S. Badger is not regulated under the Clean Air Act. Given this 
discrepancy, we would like to understand whether the EPA's May 19111 statement indicates that 
the S.S. Badger is in compliance with the CAA regardless of whether the CAA actually covers it 
or whether the S.S. Badger appears to be in compliance merely because the EPA has deemed that 
the CAA requirements do not apply to this vessel and actual compliance with law is therefore 
unnecessary. Additionally, we would appreciate if the EPA could provide documentation of its 
legal ha<~is f(,r determining that the S.S. Badger, a mobile pollution source, is not regulated under 
the Clean Air Act. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. We appreciate the EPA's attention to this 
matter and look forward to receiving your clarification letter in the coming days. 

DAN LIPINSKI 
Member of Congress 
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MIKE QUIGL Y 
Member of Congress 
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United States Environmental Protection Agency 
Regional Administrator 

The Honorable Darue1 Lipinski 
House of Representatives 
Wasrungton, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Lipinski: 

Region 5 
77 \Nest Jackson Boulevard 

Chicago, IL 60604-3590 

AUG 0 7 2015 

Thank you for your July 15, 2015letterregarding air emissions from lhe S.S. Badger car ferry 

As you may know, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency attorneys spoke with your staff on 
July 21., 2015 to clarify the ex1:ent to which the S.S. Badger is regulated under the Clean Air Act. 
As EPA explained during the conference call, EPA's Clean Air Act rnob1le source regulations 
apply to ma..rine vessels wjth spark-ignition (gas) or compression-igrjtion (diesel) engines. See 
for example 40 C.F.R. part 94 and part 1042. EPA's Clean Air .A~ct regtllations do not apply to 
coal-fired steam ships. _Consequently, emissions from the S.S. Badger do not violate the Ciea."J 

.Air Act ~ 

. ThaiJ.k. yqu agai.nJ~·r y_om;.Jetter_,lLyou have further questions, please coDtact me or your sta...f'f 
. -~ay contact Ro~~-I:}~clqp_a.ru;t or D~nise Fortin, the Region 5 Congressio:.1al Liaisons, at 

(312) 886-3000. 

Sincerely, 

Susan Hedman 
Regionai Administrator 
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The Honorable Gina McCarthy 
Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Administrator I lOlA 
1200 Pennsylvania A venue NW 
Washington, D.C. 20460 

July 15, 2015 

The Honorable Susan Hedman 
Region 5 Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency 
77 West Jackson Boulevard 
Chicago, IL 60604 

Dear Administrator McCarthy and Regional Administrator Hedman: 

We have a long standing interest in the protection of the Great Lakes as well as regional air 
quality, and as such have followed the case of the S.S. Badger closely. As such we write to you 
today to request further. clarification as to whether the S.S. Badger is in compliance with the 
Clean Air Act (CAA). Given the language used in your response to our letter dated April 14th, 
clarification would be greatly appreciated in determining whether further action is necessary to 
protect the air of the Great Lakes region. 

In your letter dated May 19th, you indicated that the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
"has conducted a regulatory analysis and determined that the S.S. Badger appears to be in 
compliance with Clean Air Act requirements." However, upon further discussion with EPA, it 
was revealed that the S.S. Badger is not regulated under the Clean Air Act. Given this 
discrepancy, we would like to understand whether the EPA's May 191

h statement indicates that 
the S.S. Badger is in compliance with the CAA regardless of whether the CAA actually covers it 
or whether the S.S. Badger appears to be in compliance merely because the EPA has deemed that 
the CAA requirements do not apply to this vessel and actual compliance with law is therefore 
unnecessary. Additionally, we would appreciate if the EPA could provide documentation of its 
legal basis for determining that the S.S. Badger, a mobile pollution source, is not regulated under 
the Clean Air Act. 

Thank you for your considemtion of this request. We appreciate the EPA's attention to this 
matter and look forward to receiving your clarification letter in the coming days. 

DAN LIPINSKI 
Member of Congress 
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MIKE QUIGL: Y 
Member of Congress 
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LAMAR ALEXANDER 
TENNESSEE 

ft& J YDOO- ~o3 

tlnittd ~tatts ~mate 

The Honorable Gina McCarthy 
Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

May 19, 2015 

U.S. EPA Headquarters- William J. Clinton Building 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Administrator McCarthy, 

We write to express concerns about the treatment of nuclear power generation under EPA's 
proposed Clean Power Plan under Section Ill (d) of the Clean Air Act. 

This portion of EPA's proposed rule is in need of revision because it picks winners and losers, 
treats states with nuclear plants that are already under construction unfairly, and could lead to the 
closure of some of our nation's 99 nuclear reactors which provide nearly 20 percent oftotal U.S. 
electricity and approximately 60 percent of our country's carbon-free electricity. 

First, EPA includes an arbitrary designation of six percent of nuclear generation as "at risk" 
when calculating the states' target emission rates. As proposed, the rule provides little incentive 
to keep existing nuclear plants open; in fact, some states would achieve lower emissions rates if 
they were to replace all of their existing nuclear generation with natural gas. Having carbon-free 
nuclear generation replaced with natural gas would be counterproductive. Recognizing that 
EPA's goal is to reduce carbon emissions, all carbon-free sources should be treated equally. 

Second, EPA imposes a substantially more stringent emission target in states where nuclear 
plants are under construction. States should be given full credit for new carbon-free generation in 
their compliance calculations. However. EPA's approach severely disadvantages states and 
utilities for taking early, voluntary action to develop new sources of clean, cheap, and reliable 
nuclear energy. 

Third, the proposed rule does not sufficiently incentivize the construction of new nuclear power 
plants. Specifically, EPA's compliance schedule does not take into account the amount of time 
needed for licensing, permitting, and construction of a new nuclear power plant. Without the 
time necessary to bring new nuclear generation online, EPA is failing to promote the only source 
of carbon-free baseload electricity generation. EPA should encourage new nuclear generation 
even if it takes more than a decade to come online. 

EPA must recognize nuclear generation as an invaluable source of clean, cheap, and reliable 
energy, and we hope that you will carefully consider our concerns before moving forward. 



Lamar Alexander 
United States Senator 

2 

Sincerely, 

a... .Gr.e.r1 .... 
Thomas Carper 
United States Senator 

~~~ C/,.,. ....... ,.. •• .,..... ~ 

Cory Booker 
United States Senator 

/ 
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'11H.: Honorable Uina l'dcCarthy 
Adm inislrator 

United States ~cnatc 
WASHIN<1TON. DC 20!'10 

:vtay 19. 2015 

Environmental Protection Agency 
U.S. EPA Headquarters-- William J. Clinton Building 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue.KW. 
Washington. DC 20460 

Dear Admimstrator McCarthy, 

We WTite to express concerns about the treatment of nuclear power generation under EPA's 
proposed Clean Power Plan under Section I II (d) nf the Clean Air Act. 

fhis portion ofLPA's proposed rule is in need of revision because it picks winners •md losers. 
treats states with nuclear plants that an: already under construction unfairly. and could lead to the 
dosun: of some of our nation's 99 nuclear reactor:; which provide nearly 20 percent oftotal U.S. 
dectricity and approximately 60 percent of our country's carbon-free electricity. 

First EPA irH..:Iudcs an arbitrary designation of six percent of nuclear generation as "at risk" 
when calculating the states' target t'tnJsswn rates. As proposed. the rule provides little incentive 
to kt:cp existing nm:kar plant!> open; iu iact sonll· states would achieve lowt·r emissions rates if 
th,:y were to replace all of their l'Xisting null ear generation with natural ~as. I laving .:arhon-free 
nuclc<u· g~rH:ration replaced with natural gas would be wunterproductive. Recognizing that 
FPA 's goal is to reduce carbon l~lnissions, all carbon-free source-; should he treated t:4ually 

Second, f.PA imposes a :;ubstanttally more stringent emission target in states when.~ nuclear 
plants are under construction. States should be given full credit for m:w carbon-free generation in 
their compliance calculations. However, EPA's approach severely disadvantages states and 
utilities t(x taking carly, vp)untar)' adwn to develop m·w soun:cs ut' .:kan. cheap. and reliable 
nuclear ~.:ncrg}. 

·1 bird, tht proposed rule docs not sufficiently inccntivizc the construction of new nuclear power 
plants. Specifically, EPA's compliance schedule docs not takt· into account the amount oftime 
needed for licensing, permitting. and construction of a new nuclear pmvcr plant. Without the 
time necessary to hring new nuclear generation online, EPA is failing to promote the only source 
of carbon-free bascload electricity generation. EPA should encourage new nuclear generation 
even if it takes more than a decade to come online. 

EPA must recognize nuclear generation as an invaluable source of clean, cheap, and rcliahlc 
energy, and we hope that you will carefully consider our concerns bdorc moving fonvard. 



Lamar Alexander 
United States Senator 

Sincerely, 

Cory Booker 
United States Senator 

2 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 

The Honorable Lamar Alexander 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Alexander: 

JUN- 8 2015 
OFFICE OF 

AIR AND RADIATION 

Thank you for your letter of May 19, 2015, to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator 
Gina McCarthy regarding the Clean Power Plan for existing power plants that was signed by the 
Administrator on June 2, 2014, and published in the Federal Register on June I 8, 2014. The 
Administrator asked that I respond on her behalf. 

Climate change induced by human activities is one of the greatest challenges of our time. It already 
threatens human health and welfare and our economic well-being, and if left unchecked, it will have 
devastating impacts on the United States and the planet. Power plants are the largest source of carbon 
dioxide emissions in the United States, accounting for roughly one-third of all domestic greenhouse gas 
emissions. The proposed Clean Power Plan builds on what states, cities and businesses around the 
country are already doing to reduce carbon pollution and establishes a flexible process for states to 
develop plans to reduce carbon dioxide that meet their needs. We have placed your comments regarding 
the treatment of nuclear power generation under the Clean Power Plan in the docket for this rulemaking. 

Again, thank you for your letter. If you have further questions, please contact me or your staff may 
contact Kevin Bailey in the EPA's Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
bailey.kevinj@epa.gov or at (202) 564-2998. 

Sincerely, 

~ _j--6.,<-~ 

Janet G. McCabe 
Acting Assistant Administrator 
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